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STATE CHAMPIONS! 

Powerlifting records have been smashed and 

the bar has clearly been raised!  2017 marks 

the fifth year of the Lawton Powerlifting Club 

and their first team state championship along 

with three individual state championship titles.  

What once was something for a few individu-

als has grown into a team that consistently has 

out-numbered and out-lifted most class A 

schools!  The senior class of lifters took owner-

ship of the program and took great pride in the 

“Lawton Lifting Legacy.” The student-athletes 

are the driving force behind the growth and 

success of the program.  The team is coached 

by Mr. Nycum.  Additional support, coaching, 

and encouragement is credited to the football 

coaching staff as well!  All participating ath-

letes worked to obtain amazing results at 

meets, not to mention all the health, social, 

and confidence building benefits that cannot 

be measured.   

   Lawton female lifters’ individual accomplish-

ment highlights are as follows. 

   Emma Stephayn earned four 1st place re-

gional medals, a 2nd place state medal, and 

was Female Lifter of the Meet at Ionia Region-

al Meet (725 lbs. best total). 

   Amaya Taylor earned one 1st place and two 

3rd place regional medals, a 1st place state 

medal, and set state records in the new JV 

Women’s 242 division in the squat (275 lbs.) 

and best total (720 lbs.). 

   Lawton male lifters’ individual accomplish-

ment highlights are as follows. 

   Alec VanOrman earned one 1st place region-

al medal, and a 2nd place state medal (555 lbs. 

best total). 

   Trever Lull earned one 1st place and one 2nd 

place regional medal, and a 1st place state 

medal (825 lbs. best total). 

   Demetrius Cannon earned one 2nd place 

regional medal, and a 2nd place state medal 

(845 lbs. total). 

   Tyler Mann earned three 1st place and one 

3rd place regional medals, and a 5th place 

state medal (1,240 lbs. best total). 

   Jason Craig earned two 1st place regional 

medals, and a 1st place state medal (1,305 lbs. 

best total). 

   As a team they came through with some tre-

mendous accomplishments as well including 

the Varsity Men’s State Championship title and 

six regional trophies earned!  

Jason Craig 

Trever Lull 

Amaya Taylor 



Rigor, Relevance, and 21st Century Skills 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 
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Student achievement remains among our most im-
portant goals as a school district. Our current Strate-
gic Plan acknowledges the importance of this goal 
with a specific objective of “increasing enrollment in 
rigorous and advanced coursework.” The days of the 
one-size-fits-all school or classroom are a thing of the 
past and rightfully so. Studies continue to support the 

need for ongoing and expanded literacy in technology and related 
rigor across the curriculum. The job market is improving, especially in 
tech-based occupations.  As a school district, we are obligated to 
respond accordingly to the demands of colleges and the every-
changing job market. Our educators, administration and Board are to 
be commended for their willingness to provide a variety of meaning-
ful opportunities to our students. So, how is LCS responding? 
 Our high school graduation rate is consistently 5-10% above the 

state average due to high expectations and opportunities for stu-
dents to learn in a variety of formats including self-paced, online 
programs. Lawton High School’s graduation rate is among the top 
25 in the State of Michigan. 

 The number of LHS students taking advanced placement courses 
has increased from eight in 2012 to forty-four in 2016. These stu-
dents are to be commended for having the courage to push the 
limits of their education.  

 We have been very intentional about the implementation of STEM 
programs and now offer two engineering courses and a biomedical 
course at Lawton High School. In the fall of 2016, we introduced a 
Design and Modeling course taken by all sixth graders. Next year, 
we plan to add Automation and Robotics for all 7th graders. In 
addition, we are looking at ways to bring related programs to Law-
ton Elementary School in 2017-18. 

 This year we started a FIRST Robotics team. 
This group of high school students, coached 
by teacher Michael Schmidt, worked very 
hard to “learn the ropes” and recently com-
peted in two regional competitions. We are excited about this op-
portunity and in need of additional support. Do you have engineer-
ing, design or robotics knowledge that you would be willing to 
share with our team? If so, we would love to talk with you.  

 Lawton High School continues to send more students per capita to 
the Van Buren Technology Center than any other school in our 
county. We understand the importance of Career and Technical 
Education and will continue to support students interested in CTE.  

 We also offer dual enrollment opportunities to eligible students, 
many of whom are earning multiple college credits while still en-
rolled in high school.  

 In the last five years, Lawton Community Schools has invested over 
$500,000 in new or upgraded technology. Our students and teach-
ers now utilize nearly 900 computing devices throughout the dis-
trict including iPads, Chromebooks and windows-based personal 
computers. Teachers and students are using this technology in a 
variety of creative applications as evidenced by a recent technolo-
gy showcase conducted by Lawton Elementary students.  

 While we are meeting the demand for more rigor, we are also 
providing a strong balance of fine arts programs. Lawton students 
have recently demonstrated excellence in area band and vocal 
music festivals.   

    As always, your input on this or any topic is always welcome. Feel 
free to contact me at any time.  Also, I encourage you to come on 
May 6th for the Drive 4 UR School event from 8:00—1:00 p.m. (see 
back page for more information).  

Lawton Community Schools 

John and Zella Reid – Lifelong residents of Lawton, John graduated 
from Lawton High School in 1929 where he was a standout 3 sport 
athlete. Zella was a member of the Class of 1927. She received her 
teaching degree from Western Normal School and spent many 
years as a Lawton Community Schools teacher. Both John and Zella 
were well respected as local business owners and active members 
of the community. A scholarship in their honor has been awarded 
to a deserving graduate of Lawton High School for many years. The 
Reids are being inducted posthumously. 
Robert and Marjorie Howard – Mr. and Mrs. Howard were long-
time residents of Lawton, dedicated school employees and active in 
the community as well. Marjorie graduated as valedictorian of the 
Class of 1942 before a 29 career as a secretary for several adminis-
trators. Bob served the district for 15 years as a custodian and was 
active in many civic groups including the American Legion, Masonic 
Lodge, Fire Department and Cub Scouts. The Howards are being 
inducted posthumously. 
James Hunt – Lawton High School Class of 1963. Attended Western 
Michigan University where he earned his BS in Agriculture in 1967. 

Following graduation, Jim enlisted in the Marine Corps and attend-
ed Navy flight school. In 1969 he was deployed to Vietnam where 
he flew over 850 combat missions as the pilot of a Huey helicopter. 
After earning the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and serving for nearly 
27 years, Jim retired from the Marine Corps in 1994. 
1990 Wrestling Team – Class D State Champions. Led by individual 
champions Sonny Martinez and Bryan Hammel, the Blue Devils 
earned their 4th state title in 6 years with a 31-25 victory over Men-
don. 

Hall of Fame Inductees 2017 



Lawton Elementary School 
By Stephanie Brown, Elementary School Principal 
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We have enjoyed a 
wonderful winter season 
at Lawton Elementary 
School.  Welcome spring! 
As mentioned in our last 
newsletter, the 
elementary has focused on 
family engagement this 

year.  We are pleased that so many families 
have partnered with us on this endeavor.  
Fall Spooktacular is always an extremely well 
attended event.  This year was no exception 
with over seven hundred participants joining 
us.  We also had over four hundred dads join 
us in November for Donuts with Dads.  Our 
K.I.S.S. (Kids Invite Someone Special) event 
was one of the largest to date with 
approximately three hundred special guests 
and volunteers.  In March, third through fifth 
graders hosted a Technology Showcase, 
allowing our students to present how they 
utilize technology in the classroom.  This was 
a special time for the students to share what 
they do daily with their parents.  We also 
hosted the Kindergarten Circus for our 
kindergarten families in March.  The circus is 
a truly special show.  We look forward to 
Muffins with Moms and the carnival at the 

end of the school year.  Also, Mrs. Holder 
has hosted Love and Logic parenting classes 
monthly for FREE!  Don’t miss the last 
session on April 20! 
   New standards-based report cards rolled 
out at the end of the second trimester.  A 
quick explanation was sent along with the 
new report cards.  As a reminder, most of 
the concepts students are learning spiral 
throughout the year.  We teach each 
concept several times building into the 
higher level of each concept throughout the 
year.  The primary goal is working toward 
mastery of each concept at their highest 
level by the end of the year.  Please reach 
out to your child’s teacher if you have report 
card questions.   
   Our state assessment, M-Step, for third, 
fourth, and fifth graders begins after spring 
break.  Our fifth grade students are the first 
group to take the M-Step.  Their testing 
window is April 10-28.  Third and Fourth 
graders’ testing window is May 1-May 26.  I 
will be sending out a specific schedule in 
hopes that you work necessary 
appointments around this schedule.  In 
addition, please ensure that your child is 
getting a good night’s rest and eating a 

healthy breakfast on test days.  Of course 
those are important things all year; 
however, the assessments require greater 
stamina from the students.   
   I want to conclude my note by sharing that 
I am thankful daily to work with such 
qualified, caring, dedicated, and hard 
working teachers and staff.  I wish that each 
parent in our district had the ability to see all 
that these amazing people do each day for 
the children of this community.  They 
consistently go above and beyond their 
regular job descriptions and exceed even my 
greatest expectations.  They are willing to 
try new things and do what is needed to 
help our children succeed, strive, and grow.  
I sincerely thank them and welcome parents 
in joining me in an effort to share 
appreciation for these wonderful people.   
   As always, thank you parents for your 
partnership in giving your child the best 
education and opportunities.  This 
partnership means a great deal to our 
children.  We look forward to continued 
collaboration and communication.      

Education Beyond Expectations 

Lawton Community Schools 
Kindergarten and Preschool Registration 

 
Please join us for a parent information session at 

Lawton Elementary School 
Thursday, May 11:  Sessions will begin promptly at 6:00 pm 

 
Kindergarten Session:  Elementary Library 

Preschool Session:  Elementary Gymnasium 
 
 
 
 
 

We look forward to sharing information with you on: 
 Lawton Kindergarten 
 Great Start Readiness Preschool Program (GSRP) 
 Head Start 
 3 and 4 Year old Preschool 
 Lawton Kids First Childcare  

 
Please bring:  original birth certificate, immunization records, (proof 
of income for GSRP and Head Start only) 
Call Lawton Elementary School for enrollment information or to 
schedule a tour 269-624-7500 



Page 4 

Volume XLII, No. 2 

 
Lawton Community Schools 

Our Kindergarteners donated 40 pair of pa-
jamas for those in need. Our pajama drive 
was a huge success. We partnered with 
Scholastic books.  For every pair of pajamas, 
they donate a free book.  The pajamas and 

book are delivered to shelters, YMCA's, etc. 
Our Kindercuties felt great about this accom-
plishment! Thank you parents for jumping 
on board to make it happen! 

With the changing times and advancement 
of technology, Lawton students do not want 
to be left behind!  All grade levels have 
many opportunities throughout the week to 
use technology.  The Literacy Lab focuses on 
using PC’s to enhance language arts skills 
while also concentrating on keyboarding 
and Microsoft Office skills (Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint).  Even our kindergartners use 
the “Typing Without Tears” software to 
improve their keyboarding and mouse skills!  

While PC’s are the primary device in the 
Literacy Lab, students are also provided the 
opportunity to use iPads, which have gra-
ciously been purchased by both the school 
and our Lawton PTO.  The iPads are also 
used for curriculum delivery and enhance-
ment.  Whether it be scanning QR codes to 
uncover sight words for Kindergarten stu-
dents or using Zearn to challenge students 
with Math skills, Lawton students are em-
bracing the future of technology. 

Elementary  
By Nicci Lycan 

Kindergarten Pajama Drive 
By Lisa Dietrich 

Third Grade and  
By Jessica Schultz 

During math power hour, third grade stu-
dents were able to go outside and apply 
their knowledge of area and perimeter. Stu-
dents worked together and used meter 
sticks to measure the side lengths of four 
given objects and then worked in groups to 
calculate the area and perimeter using their 
measurements. This was a great opportunity 
for students to apply real-life skills to our 
everyday math concepts.  

Party 
By Leslie Holder 

The 3rd and 4th graders 
were able to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with a Fit-
N-Fun Party.  They partici-
pated in physical activities 
by using the wellness room 
in the old middle school 
moving through various 
fitness stations.  There was 

a lot of movement going on while students 

enjoyed dancing to songs from the Just 
Dance videos in the old middle school 
gym.  Next to Just Dance there were hula 
hoops and basketballs to keep students 
moving too.  Vegeleana, our elementary 
nutrition specialist,  joined the party with 
some volunteers who helped her make 
smoothies for all the students.  Lots of 
smiles and tons of energy made the Fit-N-
Fun party a huge success!  
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It is hard to believe Spring is here!  Looking 
back on our year, it has been a busy year 
with lots of fun and learning.  With the little 
bit of snow we have had from time to time, 
the classes enjoyed getting to play in it.  I 
think the kids would have preferred to have 
had more snow! 
    We recently studied community helpers 
and enjoyed a visit from Ms. Jana, one of 
our crossing guards who also works at the 
public library.  We had Mr. Rowlison, from 
the Village of Lawton, tell us about our wa-
ter. We also visited the post office to mail 
letters to friends as part of our community 
study.  We talked about police officers, bus 
drivers, veterinarians, dentists, doctors, and 
people who work in our local stores, too.  

Mrs. Begeman’s husband, who is a fireman 
in Mattawan, was kind enough to send in his 
fire fighter gear for students to try on.  We 
talked about the job of a firefighter and the 
clothes that help keep them safe.  Thank 
you to all our special guests for sharing your 
time with our classes!  
   We are working hard during reading 
month to practice our letters and sounds  as 
well as reading books at home and at 
school.  We are keeping track of the books 
we read to create an American Flag display. 
Each week we have enjoyed watching our 
flag take shape as we add our latest book 
titles to the display. We hope to have creat-
ed the entire flag by the end of March.  
   As we round the corner to the end of the 

school year, we look forward to doing a pet 
study, observing the spring season change, 
and getting ready for kindergarten!  Round 
up is May 11th, and it is hard to believe that 
time is almost here.  If you know of any 
children that will be four on or before Sep-
tember 1st, please be sure to pass along this 
date.  

GSRP Preschool 
By Kim Emmert & Michelle Semelbauer 

Lawton             Program 

Lawton Preschool Program would like to 
thank families in the Lawton community for 
donating Campbell’s Soup Labels over the 
past several years.  We counted, cut and 
saved for several years.  The Labels for Edu-
cation Program is coming to a close, and we 
needed to use up our points.  It was exciting 
to provide the classroom with such wonder-
ful supplies!  The students have really en-
joyed the new colorful alphabet classroom 
rug, dancing scarves, rhythm sticks, alpha-
bet bean bags, textured upper and lower 
case letter cards, animal counters, family 
counters, transportation counters, dinosaur 

counters, ink pads, alpha smart letter pops, 
and light board.  Thank you for taking time 
to turn in your soup labels to help enrich 
the lives of so many of our young children in 
our community!  
   Enrollment for our program will be 
starting at Round Up on May 11th.   We will 
have opening for our 3’s class on Tuesday/
Thursday for children that will be 3 years of 
age by September 1st, and for our 4’s class 
on Monday/Wednesday/Friday for children 
who will be 4 years of age by September 
1st.  Please contact Anne Wokeck at 
269.624.7676 with any questions.  

Lawton Kids First Childcare 
By Ann Wokeck 

We are located in the elementary school, 
making it an easy transition for before and 
after school childcare.  The center is open 
Monday through Friday from 6:30 am - 6:00 
pm.  We serve children ages 3 to 12 years 
old.  The center is open on snow days, half 
days, no school days and during the sum-

mer.   
   Summer enrollment will 
begin May 1st.  Please 
call  Anne Wokeck at 
269.254.7839 or 269.624.7676 for more 
information or to enroll. 
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Lawton Middle School 
By Tim Cerven, Middle School Principal 

The first two trimesters 
have concluded and our 
middle school students 
look forward to the home 
stretch of the third tri-
mester. As the warmer 
spring weather continues, 
students may be inclined 

to focus their attention on outside activities.  
Although outside activities are great, they 
also need to stay focused on their learning 
and homework.  Parents should keep a close 
watch on your student’s academics.  The 
promotional standards at the middle school 
require students to receive a 60% or better 
year-end grade in three of the four core 
subjects (mathematics, science, social stud-
ies, language arts).  Students unsuccessful in 
achieving this standard will be required to 
attend summer school in order to be pro-
moted.  So, how can you monitor your 
child’s grades?   Synergy is an awesome tool 
to observe the grades.  Contact your child’s 
teachers if you have concerns.   
   Our winter sports programs of basketball 
as well as wrestling have concluded and the 
future looks bright as these athletes demon-
strated a desire to work hard and a “give it 

your best” attitude which will ultimately 
bring much success at the next level.  Great 
job to the teams and coaches:  Mr. Williams, 
Mr. Armbruster and Mr. Fisher.  Middle 
school track is currently underway and it is 
not too late to encourage your child to join 
the team.  Did you know that getting your 
child involved with just one activity at school 
yields a significant amount of academic 
growth?     
   The Michigan Student Test of Educational 
Progress M-STEP is scheduled to begin after 
spring break.  Students in grades 3-8 will be 
tested in language arts and mathematics.  
Students in grade 7 will be tested in science 
and students in 8th grade will be tested in 
social studies.  The middle school has been 
working extremely hard to prepare your 
child for this very important assessment 
through curriculum alignment meetings, 
workshops and researching and performing 
best practices.  We look forward to the M-
STEP and are confident our students are 
prepared to do their best. 
Homework Hints 
   Does your son or daughter avoid com-
pleting homework? Are they struggling with 
maintaining passing grades? Setting a sched-

ule is the best solution. Successful students 
follow a schedule to work and complete 
their homework. In some households, stu-
dents will come home from school, grab a 
quick snack and then tackle their homework 
until completed. Other households will allow 
the student to begin the homework shortly 
after dinner or a combination of the two.  In 
each case, a schedule is followed. If your 
child plays sports or has other outside activi-
ties, a schedule is designed around the activ-
ity.  As long as school is placed as a priority, 
student success is probable.  
   Here are a few pointers to help your mid-
dle school student succeed. 
 Attend school every day and be on time. 
 Get 8-10 hours of sleep each night. 
 Eat a healthy breakfast. 
 Pay attention in class and be involved. 
 Write the assignments in your student 

planner. 
 Start projects when you get them. Com-

plete your homework on time and turn 
them in. 

 Read.  Most subjects require reading, 
therefore, practice supports improve-
ment. 

Lawton Community Schools 

7th & 8th Grade Girls’ Basketball 
By Chad Williams and Mike Armbruster 

   This year’s 7th grade girls’ basketball team 
came together very strong, especially to-
wards the end of the season. Our lady blue 
devils finished the season with 7 wins and 4 
losses. After starting the season off 1-3, they 
fought back to win 6 of their last 7 games 
including big wins over Marcellus 39-6 and 
Bangor 30-8. They also avenged two early 
season losses to Hartford and Decatur, 
beating them the second time around: 
Hartford 33-31 and Decatur 24-18. 
   Top scorers on the year for the Lady Blue 
Devils were Sarah DeKoning and Hailey Col-
lins. The defensive Most Valuable Players 
were Hailey Collins and Natalie Amm. 
   The Lawton Lady Devils 8th grade girls’ 
basketball team completed a successful sea-

son with a record of 6-5. Over the course of 
the season these girls worked together as a 
team to develop and improve on their bas-
ketball skills. 
   We were very proud to coach these young 
athletes and watch them develop and grow 
as basketball players as well as teammates. 
As coaches, we could not have been more 
proud of how these teams performed.  They 
were tough, accountable, and very competi-
tive groups that practiced with the intent of 
getting better every day.  They were great 
teams to coach and we are incredibly excit-
ed to watch them at the high school level. 
Go Blue Devils! 
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Middle School engineering students wrapped up 
the trimester by creating their own puzzle cube. 
The had to meet a specific criteria in order to 
create their puzzle cube. They started off by 
designing a 3-dimensional sketch of each puzzle 
piece in their engineering notebooks, along with 
a multi-view drawing of their pieces. Once fin-
ished, they constructed their puzzle pieces using 

wood blocks and an AutoCAD (Computer-Aided 
Design) program. The picture shows the wood 
block final design, the CAD design, and the final 
design which was produced on our new 3-D 
printer. Pictured from left to right is Sophia 
Piecyk, Nevaeh Clear and Samantha Gorenchan 
with their puzzle cube project designed in their 
Design & Modeling class. 

By Chad Williams 

Patriot’s Pen Competition 
By Evelyn Avery submitted by Karen Creagan 

“The America I Believe In,” was 
the theme of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Patriot’s Pen 
Essay Contest. Students in 
grade 6th, 7th, and 8th grades 
entering the competition were 
to write a 300-400 word essay 
explaining their views on this 
theme for the competition.  In 
addition, students needed to 

be sponsored by a VFW Post or VFW Auxiliary to 

enter the contest.   
   Ethan O’Donnell of Lawton Middle School was 
sponsored by South Haven VFW Post & Auxiliary 
667.   He received a First Place Certificate and 
$50.00 from South Haven for winning in South 
Haven.  His essay went on to compete in the 
VFW District 7 competition with fifteen other 
participants from VFW Posts around Southwest 
Michigan.  Ethan received a Participation Medal 
and Certificate from District 7 for his entry.  
Congratulations to Ethan! 

   This contest is held every year with an entry 
deadline date of November 1st to a sponsoring 
Post.  The theme for next year is, “America’s Gift 
to My Generation.”  Please contact Evelyn and 
Dale Avery (269.423.8129), District 7 chairman 
for an entry flyer and to find out how you can be 
involved with this competition or visit the VFW 
Department of Michigan Website at 
www.vfwmi.org for more information. 

LMS Principal and Teacher Honored by American Legion 
By Jennifer Osborn 

On the evening of January 9, the proceedings of 
the school board meeting were enhanced by a 
short ceremony of recognition for two LMS lead-
ers; Principal Timothy Cerven, and Social Studies 
teacher, Mr. Chad Kuhlmann. 
   Mr. Barney Schoenfeld, Past Commander and 
current Trustee of the Campbell-Richmond Post 
63 of the American Legion, located in Clarkston, 
Michigan, presented each educator with a beau-
tifully framed Certificate of School Award. This 
recognition results from the lasting impression 
made on Mr. Schoenfeld during his November 
visit to LMS for the annual Veterans Day pro-
gram, coordinated by Mr. Kuhlmann.  
   Mr. Schoenfeld remarked that in all of the 
many Veteran’s Day visits he has made over the 
years to various schools, the program at Lawton 
Middle School was, by far, the most impressive 

in its activities and organization. He especially 
enjoyed the fact that the students at all grade 
levels were encouraged to listen, talk, and ask 
questions of visiting Veterans. He noted that he 
had never before received as many respectful 
words or kind gestures as from our students, 
who actually lined up to shake his hand and 
thank him for his service at several points during 
the school day. Mr. Schoenfeld added that he 
looks forward to attending the Veterans Day 
program again next year. 
   Mr. Cerven and Mr. Kuhlmann have been thus 
honored for their dedication to our school and 
community, as well as their patriotism in edu-
cating Lawton’s youth as to the sacrifices of 
those gone before, and their duty to pay the 
privilege of freedom forward for those yet to 
come. Congratulations to Mr. Cerven and Mr. 

Kuhlmann for their award, and a great many 
thanks to those Veterans who continue to make 
the LMS program a success! 

Project LEAN with Christine Janssen 
By Nick Marcelletti and Jonathan Hollaway 

Mrs. Janssen comes to the middle school classes 
and exposes students to healthy lifestyles.  She 
also has everyone participate in fun health relat-

ed experiments.  Mrs. Janssen always brings a 
snack that really reaches out to middle school 
students.  Throughout the time that Mrs. 

Janssen has come to our school, many class-
mates have been challenged to eat better.   
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From The Desk of the Principal 
By Tammy Wilson, High School Principal 

      It is hard to believe that 
we have completed two full 
trimesters of school.  Our 
winter sports season 
wrapped up with much 
excitement and success for 
our teams including both 
boys’ and girls’ basketball 
teams advancing to the 

district championship games, Competitive 
Cheer advancing to regional action, three 
state medalists in wrestling and a Michigan 
State Powerlifting Championship.  This truly 
demonstrates how dedication and hard work 
equal success.  Congratulations on a great 
season! 
   We now look forward to our spring season 
and hope the weather cooperates so our 
teams can again shine bright as top competi-
tors in the SAC.   The first two-thirds of the 
year have given us much excitement and I 
look forward to finishing the year with the 
success we have become accustomed to as 
Blue Devils. 
   This year our high school drama season has 
started later in the year.  The students and 

directors are gearing up for the performance 
of Larceny and Old Lace.  The dates and 
times of the play are Saturday, April 22nd at 
7:00 PM and Sunday, April 23rd at 2:00 PM.  
With many veteran drama club members 
participating, we expect this to be one of 
Lawton High School’s best productions.  
Please come support our drama club by 
attending one of the performances. 
   On April 11th, 12th, and 13th, all juniors 
took the state required and very important 
Michigan Merit Exam which includes the SAT 
on day one, the Work Keys Assessment on 
day two, and the M-Step Science and Social 
Studies on day three.  All sophomores and 
freshmen took the PSAT on April 12th.  Our 
students have been practicing for these tests 
through Khan Academy and Academic Suc-
cess Class.  I expect to see excellent effort 
and positive results.  For more information 
visit www.michigan.gov/mde and 
www.collegeboard.org. 
  On March 6th, twenty league schools sent 
approximately 120 students to the SAC Lead-
ership Summit at Western Michigan Univer-
sity.  Lawton High School students partici-

pating were Chloe Armstrong, Jimmy McCar-
thy, Lupita Eufracio, Brandon Leighton, Abi-
gail Carpenter and Andrew Stermer.  These 
six students all participated in the four work-
shop sessions that make up the summit.  
Derek Leighton and David Seelye were group 
leaders for the Warrior Fit Session put on by 
the Army National Guard. 

   With winter over and spring here, it only 
increases the positive energy of our students 
and staff.   This energy continues to make 
Lawton High School a quality environment 
with student achievement and personal 
growth at the heart of all we do.  Keep up 
the Blue Devil Pride!  

Competitive Cheer Breaks Records 
By Holly James 

Lawton’s varsity competitive cheer team broke two school records during their second 
place finish at district finals.  Round one and round two scores were the highest ever.  They 
advanced to regionals, where they fought hard and had an excellent finish to the season.  
This was a young team, so their accomplishments are truly something to be proud of.  
There will be a youth clinic held in June for girls in grades K-8.  Forms for that upcoming 
clinic will be distributed in May.  They would like to thank everyone who helped out this 
season for all of their support.   
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   Congratulations to our 7th and 8th Grade 
Band as well as our High School Concert 
Band for very strong performances at the 
District 6 MSBOA Band Festival.  Both en-
sembles put on their best run-throughs for 
each of their prepared pieces.  To top it off, 
both groups did an amazing job and received 
high praise in the sight-reading category.  
This is the portion of our festival where stu-
dents receive a piece of music they have 
never worked on and perform it after only 
five minutes.  We are only able to discuss 
the music and “pretend play” for those five 
minutes, and then we perform the piece 
from beginning to end, making it as musical 
as possible.  It is an extremely difficult pro-
cess, but one that demonstrates just how 
talented the Lawton Band students are! 
   This year, MSBOA incorporated a new 
grading rubric, and the end result was both 
ensembles earning a rating of 
“Excellent” (formerly called a “Division 
II”).  The High School Concert Band earned a 
“Superior” rating (Division I) from one of 
their judge panel members! 

District 6 MSBOA Band Festival 
By Laura Tremblay 

Music News 
By Gary Oegema 

 The Lawton High School Choir again trav-
eled to WMU to sing in the Southwestern 
Michigan Vocal Festival on March 16 in Mil-
ler Auditorium.  They were part of a mass 
choir of over 800 students from regional 
high schools.  Internationally known director 
Fernando Nuñez rehearsed and led the choir 
in singing four festival songs and three songs 
from the honors choir. Select students from 
several of the choirs auditioned to become 
part of the 70 voice honors choir, and four 
Lawton students were chosen for that hon-
or: Salvador Bugarin, Kirsten Cassada, James 
Phelps and Calob Shaw. A big congratula-
tions go out to them and a sincere thank you 
to Mrs. Oegema, who volunteered her time 
to coach these students in preparation for 
the audition.  Mr. Oegema has taken Law-
ton's choir every year since 1999, and each 
year has proven to be extremely inspiring 

and worthwhile. 
   Mark Guthrie, percussionist from the Kala-
mazoo Symphony Orchestra visited each 
elementary classroom this year as part of 
Lawton's partnership with the KSO.  He inte-
grated several percussion instruments with 
various lessons which included tone, color, 
rhythm, expression, reading music and im-
provisation. The music department greatly 
appreciates the Lawton parents' group for 
their continued financial sponsorship of this 
program.  
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Varsity Softball       Varsity Baseball   
3/22 Paw Paw   A 4:00   3/22 Paw Paw   A 4:00 
3/27 Decatur (DH)   A 4:30   3/27 Decatur (DH)   A 4:30 
3/28 Three Rivers (DH)  H 4:00   3/28 Three Rivers (DH)  H 4:00 
4/10 Gobles (DH)   H 4:30   4/10 Gobles (DH)   H 4:30 
4/11 Benton Harbor (DH)  H 4:30   4/11 Benton Harbor (DH)  H 4:30 
4/13 Saugatuck (DH)  A 4:30   4/13 Saugatuck (DH)  A 4:30 
4/17 Delton Kellogg (DH)  A 4:30   4/17 Delton Kellogg (DH)  A 4:30 
4/18 Marcellus (DH)  H 4:30   4/18 Marcellus    H 4:30 
4/20 Galesburg (DH)  H 4:30   4/20 Galesburg (DH)  H 4:30 
4/24 Bloomingdale (DH)  A 4:30   4/24 Bloomingdale (DH)  A 4:30 
4/27 Hackett Catholic Prep (DH)  A 4:30   4/25 Coloma   A 4:30 
4/29 Climax-Scotts Inv.  A 10:00   4/27 Hackett Catholic Prep (DH)  A 4:30 
5/1 Bangor (DH)   A 4:30   5/1 Bangor (DH)   A 4:30 
5/4 Schoolcraft (DH)  A 4:30   5/4 Schoolcraft (DH)  A 4:30 
5/8 Constantine (DH)  H 4:30   5/8 Constantine (DH)  H 4:30 
5/11 Kalamazoo Christian (DH)  A 4:30   5/11 Kalamazoo Christian (DH)  A 4:30 
5/15 Watervliet (DH)  H 4:30   5/15 Watervliet (DH)  H 4:30 
5/18 Rain Date    4:30   5/18 Rain Date    4:30 
5/22 Fennville (DH)  H 4:30   5/22 Fennville (DH)  H 4:30 
5/30 Pre-District       5/30 Pre-District   
6/3 Districts @ Watervliet  A    6/3 Districts @ Watervliet  A  
JV Softball        JV Baseball   
3/22 Paw Paw   H 4:00   3/22 Paw Paw   H 4:00 
3/27    H 4:30   3/27 Decatur (DH)   H 4:30 
3/28 Three Rivers (DH)  A 4:00   3/28 Three Rivers (DH)  A 4:00 
4/10 Gobles (DH)   A 4:30   4/10 Gobles (DH)   A 4:30 
4/11    A 4:30   4/11 Benton Harbor (DH)  A 4:30 
4/13    H 4:30   4/13 Saugatuck (DH)  H 4:30 
4/17 Delton Kellogg (DH)  H 4:30   4/17 Delton Kellogg (DH)  H 4:30 
4/18 Marcellus (DH)  A 4:30   4/18 Marcellus    A 4:30 
4/20 Galesburg (DH)  A 4:30   4/20 Galesburg (DH)  A 4:30 
4/24 Bloomingdale (DH)  H 4:30   4/24 Bloomingdale (DH)  H 4:30 
4/27    H 4:30   4/25 Coloma   H 4:30 
5/1 Bangor (DH)   H 4:30   4/27 Hackett Catholic Prep (DH)  H 4:30 
5/4    H 4:30   5/1 Bangor (DH)   H 4:30 
5/8 Constantine (DH)  A 4:30   5/4 Schoolcraft (DH)  H 4:30 
5/11    H 4:30   5/8 Constantine (DH)  A 4:30 
5/17 Watervliet (DH)  A 4:30   5/11 Kalamazoo Christian (DH)  H 4:30 
5/19 Rain Date    4:30   5/17 Watervliet (DH)  A 4:30 
5/22 Fennville (DH)  A 4:30   5/19 Rain Date    4:30 
Track        5/22 Fennville (DH)  A 4:30 
3/29 Constantine/Martin  H 4:30   MS Track   
4/12 Delton Kellogg  A 4:30   4/11 Gobles Co-Ed Relay  A 4:30 
4/15 Paw Paw Inv.   A 9:00   4/20 Delton   A 4:30 
4/19 Hackett/G-A   H 4:30   4/17 Gobles Invite   A 4:30 
4/21 Edwardsburg Inv.  A 4:00   4/25 Constantine   A 4:30 
4/25 Kalamazoo Christian  A 4:30   4/27 GA/Schoolcraft/DK  H 4:30 
4/28 Schoolcraft Inv.  A 3:00   5/2 Delton   A 4:30 
5/3 Schoolcraft w/Kalamazoo Christian A 4:30   5/5 Decatur Invite  A 4:30 
5/5 Bangor Invite A   4:00   5/10 Constantine (Divisional Meet) A 4:30 
5/9 Divisional Championships @ DK A 4:30   5/16 Saugatuck Invite  A TBA 
5/12 Mendon Invite  A 3:30   Girls Soccer   
5/19 Regionals @    A 2:00   3/23 Lake Michigan Catholic  A 5:00 
5/23 SAC Championship @ Constantine A 2:00   3/28 Comstock   H 6:00 
5/25 Make Up Date      4/12 Kalamazoo Christian  A 5:00 
6/3 MHSAA States  A TBA   4/17 Parchment   H 6:00 
Golf        4/19 Hartford    A 5:00 
4/21 Milham SAC 9    4:00   4/21 Harper Creek   H 6:00 
4/26 Mullenhurst SAC 9   4:30   4/24 Coloma    H 6:00 
5/1 Island Hills SAC 9   4:00   4/26 Schoolcraft   A 5:00 
5/3 Pineview SAC 9   4:30   5/1 Hackett Catholic Prep   H 6:00 
5/8 HCP Invite @ Kalamazoo Country Club  9:00   5/5 Berrien Springs   A 4:30 
5/9 Lake Cora SAC 9   4:00   5/8 Delton Kellogg   H 6:00 
5/12 Thornapple Creek SAC 9   4:00   5/11 Edwardsburg   H 6:00 
5/13 Blue Devil Inv. 18   9:00   5/15 Fennville    A 6:00 
5/16 Old Mill SAC 9   1:00   5/18 Bangor   H 6:00 
5/27 SAC Championship@ Stonehedge North  9:00   5/22 Saugatuck   A 6:00 
5/31 Regionals @ Stonehedge North  9:00   5/24 Watervliet   H 6:00 
6/3 State Finals    9:00   Week 5/29 Districts   H  
    
     ALL ATHLETIC EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
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The Lawton Varsity Wrestling team was rep-
resented well by its four state qualifiers at 
the Palace of Auburn Hills. All of the wres-
tlers logged at least one victory, and three 
out of four earned All-State Honors. With a 
combined record of 10-7 over the weekend, 
the Blue Devil wrestlers made their presence 
felt against the top competition in the state 
of Michigan.  

   Senior Jason 
Craig 215 lbs. – 
7th Place (37-7).  
Jason completed 
his decorated 
career as a Blue 
Devil wrestler at 

the palace this season, earning a spot on the 
podium and All-State honors for the second 
straight year. Jason earned his 149th career 
victory in his 7th place match with a 4-1 
decision, and his outstanding performance 
was highlighted by a 43 second pin in his 
opening match. Congratulations to Jason on 
a very impressive career, and best of luck to 
him as he continues his football and aca-

demic career at Olivet Nazarene University. 
   Junior Lance Northrop 135 lbs. – (32-23).  
In only his second season of high school 
wrestling, Lance made waves in the wres-
tling community by reaching the state tour-
nament.  He was also able to earn a victory 
while he was there, a 5-1 decision in the 
consolation first round. A dual-sport athlete 
during the winter season with basketball, 
and state qualifying wrestling is a great ac-
complishment for Lance, and he will certain-
ly build on this success going into his senior 
season. 

   Junior Zack 
Menck 152 lbs. 
– 2nd Place 
(54-4). Zack 
has displayed 
tremendous 
dominance 

throughout his junior season, and that did 
not change at the state tournament where 
he cruised to an appearance in the finals. He 
opened with a technical fall victory and nev-
er looked back. Lawton’s 

first state finalist since the trio of state 
champions in 2015, Zack represented the 
Blue Devils well with his success at the Pal-
ace of Auburn Hills. Returning for his senior 
season, Zack will be hungry as ever to return 
to the finals and bring home that elusive 
state title. 

   Sophomore 
Dylan Amm 119 
lbs. – 4th Place 
(43-16).  Dylan 
had a very suc-
cessful tourna-
ment with a 

flare for dramatic. Dylan opened his week-
end with an 8-6 overtime victory and rode 
that momentum all the way to Saturday, 
including another overtime victory. Dylan’s 
4th place finish at the state tournament 
capped his best performance of his success-
ful season, ending on a positive note going 
into next year. 
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Lawton Wrestling - MHSAA State Championships 
By Troy Johnson & Travis Smith 

Athletics Recap 
By Chris Richter 

The 2016-17 winter sports season has come 
to a close and varsity teams claimed both 
individual and team successes throughout 
the season.  
   The Competitive Cheer team continued to 
build upon its strong reputation throughout 
the area finishing 3rd in the conference 
standings and advancing to the MHSAA Re-
gional tournament for the 4th year in a row. 
With only two seniors (Dainie Flint and Vic-
toria Calderon) being lost to graduation, the 
program looks to improve even more next 
season. 
   The boys’ varsity basketball team im-
proved as the season went on under new 
coach Matt Smith. Led by seniors Derek 
Leighton, Demetrius Cannon, Cavontae Tay-
lor and Issac Carrizales, the team struggled 
the first portion of the season but began to 
play with more confidence as they entered 
the district basketball tournament, earning a 

trip to the district championship game for 
the second year in a row.  
   The wrestling team had another strong 
season.  We had six members of the team 
advance from the Individual District Tourna-
ment. Of the six, Jason Craig was crowned 
the 215lb District Champion. The others 
advancing included Landon Vanwyk (2nd 
112lb), Chris Miller (4th 285lb), Lance 
Northrop (3rd 135lb), Zack Menck (2nd 
152lb), and Dylan Amm (2nd 119lb). The 
success continued into Regionals, as we had 
four of the six advance to the state tourna-
ment. Two of the four were crowned Re-
gional Champions, Zack Menck and Jason 
Craig. Dylan Amm (3rd) and Lance Northrop 
(4th) also placed at regionals and qualified 
for state. The Blue Devil Wrestlers took ad-
vantage of their opportunity at the State 
tournament as three of the four placed and 
earned All-State Honors; Zack Menck fin-

ished 2nd, Dylan Amm finished 4th and Ja-
son Craig finished 7th.  
   The girls’ basketball program went through 
a rebuilding year as Coach Dennis Warken-
tien had only two seniors Tori Kerns and 
Claire Lycan on the team. The girls’ hard 
work throughout the season paid off as they 
earned a trip to the district championship 
game. Though they may not have had the 
success they expected record-wise, the team 
battled hard every night on the court. With 
many key players returning next season, the 
team is expected to contend for the SAC 
Title next year. 
   We are expecting big things from our 
spring sports programs: baseball, softball, 
track, girls soccer and golf.   
   The Lawton Athletic Department thanks 
you for your continued support. GO BLUE 
DEVILS! 
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Lawton Elementary & Middle School PTO 
Lawton Elementary News 
   The movie Snow Day was shown in January at Movie Night.  How appropriate 
due to all the rescheduling of this event from December snow days. 
   Over 200 guests join students at Lawton Elementary March 3rd for Kids Invite 
Someone Special Day.  The kids and their Special Person enjoyed the Happy 
Camper Book Fair, taking pictures in the photo booth, class musical performanc-
es – Thanks to Mrs. Resseguie for accompanying them on guitar. 
   Carnival will be Thursday, June 8th/Rain Date:  Friday, June 9th.  Volunteers 
are needed; please help us create a fantastic end of the year celebration.  Once 
the individual grade schedule “play time” is set volunteers should go to  Sig-
nup.com to register.  2016-2017 I-Chats must be on file to volunteer. 
   Spring Box Top Contest Winners: 
          Dietrich * Top collector (1,951) 
          Bear 
          Doll 
          Schultz 
          Stull 
          Welburn 
4,261 total box tops were collected ~ Great Job!  Winning classes enjoyed a 
sweet treat. 
   The Swan’s Cares Campaign ended in January and raised $51.20.  This is almost 
double what we earned last year! 
   The PTO needs photographs for the yearbook.  It is made up of class pages 
(portraits of students taken by LifeTouch) and collage pages – photos taken by 
parents and submitted.  Please send school related photos to  lawtonelemen-
taryyearbook@gmail.com  
   Our spring book fair “Happy Campers” exceeded the sales goal raising 
$9,202.73 (profit = $4,601.37).  Book Fairs allow replacement of damaged books 
and purchase of new titles for the library.  Students participated in Penny Wars ~ 
A fierce grade level competition where the students donated “pocket change” 
and raised $1,200.00!  The result put $1,200 worth of new books in classroom 
libraries.  Kindergarten and 5th grade won the Penny War and will enjoy a sweet 
treat. 
   Donating participants were entered in a drawing for: 
         40 Posters  
         A book (combined value of $50)  
         Scholastic matches our donations up to $1 million in books for children in 

need. 

Lawton Middle School News 
   This year we have partnered with Mrs. Angle to start a STEM Club and have had 3 
challenges so far.  The kids have really worked hard on these and had fun with them.  
They have learned math and engineering skills by creating bridges and cardboard 
chairs.  Our final challenge will be in May after the science fair.  The science fair will 
be on Wednesday April 19th at 3pm, students are encouraged to work on their pro-
jects now.  
   Thank you to all of the Book Fair volunteers and everyone that attended the fair!   
The library was able to get over $600 in new books from the fair and still has over 
$500 in Scholastic Dollars to purchase more books throughout the year.  With the “All 
for Books” donations our school raised, Scholastic will donate 282 books to schools in 
need! 
   Once a month the PTO has Free Popcorn Fridays for students during their lunch 
period.  If anyone is interested in helping with this monthly event please contact the 
PTO at LawtonMSPTO@gmail.com 
   The Box Top contest winners were the 6th grade class.  Great job!  They enjoyed 
their Klondike bars at lunch, with a round of applause from the students.  Thank you 
to every family that saved and turned in those Box Tops!  And thank you to Jodi Ster-
mer for counting them all! 
   We are making plans now for the 8th grade annual celebration on the last day of 
school.  If you are interested in participating please contact any PTO member, email 
us, or stop by our next PTO meeting on April 13th at 6:30pm in the middle school 
cafeteria. 
   Our yearbook committee students are off to a fantastic start creating the yearbook.  
You will want to make sure you get yours ordered soon.  Yearbook order forms were 
sent home with every student. If you did not get one you can Order a Year Book 
online or from an app on your phone!  You can download the app here; http://
community.pictavo.com/mobile you can also use this app to upload pictures for 
consideration in the yearbook.  We rely on parent’s pictures of sporting events and 
special occasions like concerts and field trips. There just aren’t enough of us to be 
everywhere.  We want to make sure everyone and every activity is included in the 
yearbook.  Thank you! 

Take a free test-drive and earn up to 

$6,000  
for Lawton Community Schools 

Saturday, May 6 
8:00 am—1:00 pm at Lawton Elementary (rain or shine) 

 

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.  MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WITH A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE AND VALID AUTO-
MOBILE INSURANCE.  Donation of $20 per valid test-drive, up to 300 total test-drives, for a maximum total donation of 
$6,000 per event.  Limit one (1) donation per household. 


