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School Open House August 22rd 

 

Elementary  5:30—6:30 
Middle School  5:00—6:00 
High School/LAAC  4:30—5:30 
 

School Offices Open 
 

School offices will be open Monday-Thursday starting August 19 from 
8:00—11:30 and 1:00—2:30.  We will be closed the morning of August 
22 and all day August 30. 
 

Daily Schedules & Phone Numbers 
 

  Start Time End Time  Phone 
Elementary 8:00  3:03  624.7500 
Middle School 8:00  2:55  624.7600 
High School 8:00  2:50  624.7800 
LAAC  8:00  2:50  624.7542 

 

Transportation 
 

Buses will run on Tuesday, September 3.  Students registered to ride the 
bus last year are automatically registered to ride the bus this year.  
Shuttle students should arrive no later than 7:40 at the elementary to 
shuttle to the other schools.  The Transportation Director can be 
reached at 269.624.7905.  A district representative will also be available 
at the Elementary Open House to answer your transportation ques-
tions. 

 

Meal Prices 
 

 Reduced Reduced 
 Breakfast Breakfast Lunch Lunch        Milk 
Elementary $2.50 .30 $2.85 .40 .50 
Middle School $2.50 .30 $3.25 .40 .50 
High School $2.50 .30 $3.25 .40 .50 
 

Breakfast and lunch will be available in each building the first day of 
school.  Students planning to eat breakfast should arrive 20 minutes 
before class begins. 
 

Did you Change your Address or Phone Number? 
 

Please contact your building secretary if your address or phone num-
ber has changed. Important information is often shared via mail and 
school messenger.  Accurate information is vital for communications 
and in an emergency. 

OUR VISION:  PREPARING ALL STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE, CAREER AND COMMUNITY SUCCESS THROUGH HIGH  

EXPECTATIONS, INDIVIDUALIZED ATTENTION, AND ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE 
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Welcome to the summer 
issue of the LCS Connect 
newsletter. In this issue we 
highlight some events from 
the last school year, share 
back to school information, 
and introduce you to the 

newest members of the LCS team.  
   What a busy summer it has been! We 
learned late last spring that Middle School 
Principal Tim Cerven planned to retire at 
the end of the school year. Mr. Cerven 
was a career-long educator at LMS 
starting as a teacher in  1988 before being 
named Principal in 1999.  He served as 
principal for twenty years. We thank Mr. 
Cerven for his dedicated service to the 
community of Lawton and wish him all the 
best.  
   The search for Mr. Cerven’s replacement 
began immediately and we are very excit-
ed to welcome Mr. David Williams as the 

new Principal of Lawton Middle School. 
David most recently worked as an admin-
istrator in White Cloud and before that, 
many of you will remember him as a Sci-
ence Teacher at Lawton High School. Da-
vid, his wife Missy and his three children 
are excited to return to the Lawton school 
community.  
   Shortly after learning of Mr. Cerven’s 
retirement, we also learned that Elemen-
tary Principal Stephanie Brown was leav-
ing for a new position nearer to home 
allowing her more time to spend with her 
family. We thank Mrs. Brown for her six 
years of service to Lawton Elementary 
School and also wish her the very best.  
   The position was quickly posted, re-
sumes reviewed, and interviews held. We 
are equally excited to announce that Mrs. 
Heather Olson has been hired as the new 
Principal of Lawton Elementary School. 
Mrs. Olson has been a Kindergarten 

Teacher at Lawton Elementary since her 
hire in 2010. During that time she earned 
her administrative certification while as-
suming many leadership roles within the 
school. She is very excited to assume the 
reigns and begin supporting the staff, stu-
dents and families of Lawton Elementary 
School.  
   Please see the personal introductions for 
Mr. Williams and Mrs. Olson later in the 
edition.  
   Lawton High School also welcomes a 
new face in Teacher Mrs. Jennifer Otto. 
Jennifer replaces long-time LHS Teacher 
Laura Maury who has retired. We thank 
Mrs. Maury for her service as a teacher, as 
the director of our drama performances, 
and the yearbook program. She will be 
missed. Please see LHS Principal Tammy 
Wilson’s article later in this edition for 
more information.  

From the Superintendent 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 

Lawton Community School Adopts PowerSchool 
By Tamara Webster, Curriculum Director 

For the past year, we have been working 
to transition our computer software for 
student information and secondary 
gradebooks from Edupoint Synergy to 
Power School.  We are hopeful that this 
new product will streamline work for our 
teachers and office staff and reduce the 
weekend outages we have seen in the 
past few years.  We also wanted a pro-
gram that was clearer and more accessible 

to students and parents monitoring their 
children’s grades. 
   What does this mean to you?  All par-
ents K-12 should pay special attention to 
their child’s student profile sheet and 
send it in as soon as practical after the first 
day of school.  We want to make sure that 
we have the most recent pick up and 
emergency contact information in the new 
system.   

   Also, at this time, parents who use the 
Synergy app or link to monitor their child’s 
grade may remove that app from their 
phone.  You will want to install the Pow-
erSchool Mobile App and use our district’s 
mobile access code DZMZ.  If you prefer to 
use the website, a link is provided on our 
website at www.lawtoncs.org. 

Lawton Athletics Golf Outing 

 
Friday, August 23, 2019 

Lake Cora Golf Course, Paw Paw 
Entry Fee: $240 Per Team ($60/Person) 

 
 

Hole Sponsorship available: 
Blue Sponsorship $50 (Hole Sponsorship) 
Gold Sponsorship $100 (Hole sponsorship and 
included in Varsity Football Program) 
Call or email Chris Richter to verify space avail-
ability at 806-8861 or crichter@lawtoncs.org. 
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Lawton Elementary School 
By Heather Olson, Elementary School Principal 

Welcome to the 2019-20 school year!  I 
am thrilled to greet all of Lawton’s 
amazing elementary students as the new 
elementary principal.  This will be my 10th 
year at Lawton Elementary!  I have been 
blessed to have had the opportunity to 
teach among the greatest educators in the 
profession!  Over the years, I have found a 
tremendous amount of joy, satisfaction 
and purpose working with the students 
and families at Lawton. While teaching in 
Lawton, I was able to take a year’s leave 
to stay home after the birth of our fourth 
child and pursue a masters degree in 
school administration.  During that year, 
and in the course of the last three years at 
Lawton Elementary, my drive and 

dedication for the initiatives in our 
building has grown.  I have developed a 
clear vision for where our building should 
head in terms of staff culture, student 
culture, and in academic performance. 
   My husband and I have four amazing 
children!  Our oldest daughter Reese and 
son Kamden are both in middle school and 
enjoy being involved in many of Lawton’s 
extra-curricular activities.  Our daughter 
Maeve is going to be in fourth grade and 
enjoys playing basketball and helping out 
with her little sister.  Gwen is our 
youngest daughter and she just turned 
four in July.  She is successful at keeping 
up with the big kids and making us laugh 
often! As a family, we are involved in 

many extra-curricular activities, as well as 
all of the great academic opportunities 
that Lawton Community Schools has to 
offer.   
   I am honored and excited to begin my 
first year as the Lawton Elementary 
principal!  I am committed to building and 
sustaining relationships with staff, 
students, families, and stakeholders in the 
district. These relationships will be the key 
to positive change and a collective desire 
to shape children into life-long learners 
that will be successful in our community 
and the exciting new world that awaits. 
   Enjoy the rest of your summer!  I look 
forward to seeing all of you soon!  

Great Teaching Is About People Not Programs 
By Lisa Dietrich 

On a sunny morning, my husband and I, 
jumped into a taxi with boxes of school 
supplies and book donations and headed 
to the most amazing little island school St. 
Lawrence Primary School located in Barba-
dos, West Indies. 
   While the facilities certainly can not 
compare to our 21st century schools; 
what I saw inside made my heart swoon! I 
saw smiles, laughter, activity, cooperation, 
movement, expression, love, teaching, 
and so much excitement for learning. As I 
observed, I saw that the children knew 
many of the same skills as we practice in 
our Kindergarten. One key take away was 
that there was a euphoric sense of free-

dom while they were learning. Yes, there 
was some order to their day while they 
were getting snack and were lining up to 
pump the well to wash their hands, but 
during instructional time the students 
were actively involved, genuinely excited 
and literally jumping out of their seats to 
answer questions about phonics. I could 
not help reflecting on our own practices in 
the classroom.  Are we restricting that 
sense of “euphoric freedom” to actively 
learn?  What can we do to get ALL of our 
students actively learning using a similar 
formula?  I let those thoughts marinate 
while I stepped into the teaching role.  
The focus of my lesson was a book and 
author study.  We read the classic Dr. 
Seuss book Green Eggs and Ham.  They 
had never heard of Dr. Seuss, and as ex-
pected they were very engaged and thor-
oughly enjoyed the story. 
   It made me wonder how a school with-
out windows, walls and very limited re-
sources are filled with such riches? It is 
not about things or facilities, it is about 

the power of people! It is about caring, 
committed adults creating a loving, nur-
turing environment where kids can grow. 
This is what I strive to be each day when I 
come to school knowing that I have the 
best job in the whole world.  I was so in-
credibly inspired by these educators and 
captivated by the amazing kids at St. Law-
rence Primary School. 
   As I journey into my final chapter at Law-
ton Elementary, I am eternally grateful for 
the brave and noble educators I work 
with, for the many friends and families 
who have deeply touched my life, and for 
the opportunity to have spent my days 
teaching and loving our littlest learners.  



Lawton Middle School 
By David Williams, Middle School Principal 
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Our 5th graders had the chance to partici-
pate in a five-day program that motivat-
ed them to explore Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM).  Starbase 
engages students wit its “hands-on, mind-

on” experiential activities.  Teamwork was 
stressed as they worked together to ex-
plore, explain, elaborate, and evaluate 
concepts. 
 

By Lesley Welburn 

Hello Lawton Community!  My name is 
David Williams, and I am your new princi-
pal at Lawton Middle School.  I am hon-
ored to work for a community that prides 
itself on being student-centered. For the 
past fourteen years I have worked in edu-
cation as both a teacher and administra-
tor.  I have focused on developing strong 
connections with the students.  It is im-
portant that all students feel that their 
educational experience includes a strong 
relationship with the school staff.  This is 
not just limited to the teachers, but also 
bus drivers, custodians, administrative 
assistants, and cafeteria workers.  Every-
one that is part of a student’s day has the 
opportunity to change his or her life in a 
positive manner.  What an awesome 
power we all possess! At these times 
though it is important to remember this 
quote from Peter Parker’s uncle, “With 
great power comes great responsibility.”  
Yes, I know quoting comics makes me a 

nerd, but being comfortable in my own 
shoes is a characteristic I embrace. 
   Safety is my chief responsibility as the 
principal. Every student who walks 
through the doors of Lawton Middle 
School deserves a safe and comfortable 
environment.  Also, it is important that 
we provide as many opportunities as pos-
sible for our students to succeed inside  
and outside of the classroom.  In my pre-
vious time here at Lawton, I created new 
experiences for students so they could 
have multiple occasions to connect with 
the school.  Such organizations like the 
Spaghetti Bridge Team, Disc Golf Club, 
and Student Council allowed students to 
demonstrate their strengths while doing 
something they enjoyed.  As an adminis-
trator at White Cloud, I focused on in-
creasing strong relationships between 
staff and students.  This past year, I lead 
the implementation of the Positive Be-
havioral Interventions and Supports 

(PBIS).  This program focuses on building 
a positive climate for everyone within the 
school.  Every student deserves the 
chance to learn, grow, and belong to 
something bigger than themselves. 
   Even though I have found success in my 
educational career, my greatest achieve-
ment is being a husband and father of 
three children.  Noah and Olivia are six 
years old and will be starting 1st Grade at 
Lawton Elementary.  Andrew is the 
youngest at five years old and will be in 
Kindergarten.  In my spare time I enjoy 
disc golfing, playing with my kids, hiking, 
and watching college football with my 
wife, Missy.  I am ecstatic to be back in 
the community that helped create so 
many positive memories for me and my 
family.  Please feel free to stop by my 
office anytime to introduce yourself and 
chat with me.  I hope to see many of you 
at our Open House on August 22nd.  Go 
Blue Devils! 

STEM Nights at LMS 
By Amanda Maurer 

For the past two years Lawton Middle 
School has hosted STEM Nights almost 
every month during the school year. STEM 
stands for Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics.  STEM nights are 
geared to engage students in activities 
using these skills. Many of the STEM 
Nights have been build challenges, where 
teams are given materials and a limited 
amount of time to complete their build. 

This year Mrs. Maurer will also 
be adding in coding nights.  Cod-
ing is the “language” needed to 
create computer and electronic 
applications. What makes these nights so 
great for the student is the support from 
the Lawton Middle School PTO. The PTO 
provides a light dinner for the students 
before the challenges and even prizes for 
first through third place winners. Mrs. 

Maurer is excited to work with the PTO to 
put on even more STEM Nights for the 
2019-2020 school year. Pictured here are 
the students who designed a go kart with 
safety harnesses to help a raw egg from 
cracking when crashed into a cinder block.  
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Tri-County Middle School Math Meet 2019 
By Michelle Medsker 

Lawton Middle School math teams trav-
eled to SMC in Dowagiac on May 10th, 
2019 to compete against fifteen other 
schools from Southwest Michigan. Each 
team worked together on one of four 
tests over the course of the morning. The 

test covered topics in patterns, functions 
and algebraic operations; number, opera-
tions and number theory; geometry and 
measurement; and data analysis and 
probability. During each test, the teams 
had thirty minutes to work through chal-
lenging word problems and collectively 
record their answers on one document.  
At the end of the testing sessions, teams 
enjoyed the presentation, “Fun with Sci-
ence” and lunch.  The day finished with a 
presentation of awards. First through fifth 
place was awarded to every grade at each 
category. Our Lawton teams brought 
home at least one award with our 7th 

grade team bringing home three!  They 
placed second in data analysis and proba-
bility and fifth place in both geometry and 
measurement and patterns, and functions 
and algebraic operations!  
   Representing Lawton at the 6th grade: 
Julissa Casarrubias, Amanda Aumaugher, 
Jimmy Rix, Mason Mayne, and Megan 
Robertson.  7th grade: CJ Farrow, Zach 
Kooyers, Jason Barnett,  Lucas Grear, and 
Alexis Wickett.  8th grade: Annika Steinke,  
Justine Steinke, Carter Cosby, Rachel Purs-
ley, and Matt Hall. 
   Overall, our district came in eighth out 
of sixteen.  Great Job Teams! 

 and Inquiry 
By Amanda Maurer 

Science is taking a turn in a new direction 
with the Next Generation Science Stand-
ards NGSS, and LCS is getting ready.  One 
of the exciting changes coming is how 
students are introduced to science con-
cepts. NGSS has students starting a new 
science concept with a phenomena, or 
wondering about why something hap-
pened.  For example, why do the sides of a 
plastic bottle concave if you add a small 
amount of hot water and close the top 

back on?  Students ask their own ques-
tions and explore their answers while the 
teacher helps to guide them and keep 
them on track.  
   We are excited to get the students into 
the labs more.  A few of the activities that  
students will be doing for the 2019-20 
school year are observing reactions be-
tween different substances, understand-
ing the balance of relationships within an 
ecosystem, and exploring how genetic 

traits are passed down from generation to 
generation.  There are new and exciting 
things happening in science at Lawton! 

LMS Students Give Back 
By Karen Creagan 

The Lawton Middle School Student Senate 
had a busy school year. In December, they 
collected items for the St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church food pantry.  They col-
lected over 1,000 food items for the 
cause.  
   In December, the student senate along 
with the seventh grade class made Christ-
mas cards for the Veteran’s Hospital in 
Battle Creek.  Each group received a cer-
tificate signed by the National President, 
Sandi Kriebel, of the VFW Auxiliary thank-
ing the students for supporting our veter-

ans. 
   In February, the students collected mon-
ey for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
to help cure cancer.  Mr. Karsen’s class 
collected the most money.  Congratula-
tions to all the students at Lawton Middle 
School for another awesome job! 
   The student senate sponsors two dances 
each year.  Money earned from our danc-
es helps with sponsoring student events at 
the middle school.  Each year we spon-
sored a school store in which students 
earn “devil dollars” for upholding our 

“ROAR” principles and in turn purchase 
food items during their achievement.  
   The student senate sponsored the annu-
al evening dress-up dance on Friday, May 
24th. Thank you to all of the people in our 
community who donated food and money 
for all of these wonderful causes.  Also, 
thank you to the parents who chaperoned 
our dances. 
   A special thank you to Lee Moser and 
Julie Moser from Modern Woodman for 
their donation of food items that we used 
in our school store. 
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Lawton High School 
By Tammy Wilson, High School Principal 

 The 2018-19 school year 
came to an end with ex-
citing events and lots of 
Blue Devil pride!  Mother 
nature blessed us with a 
beautiful evening for our 
outdoor graduation cere-
mony so we could send 

the graduates out in style. The remaining 
students and staff celebrated the end of 
the school year with an outdoor picnic 
provided by Mr. Maury and his great staff.  
Students participated in a variety of activi-
ties including volleyball and an inflatable 
obstacle course sponsored by the Army 
National Guard.  Many students won priz-
es from our Devil Dollar drawing with 
Maribel Saurez winning the grand prize of 
a Walmart gift certificate.  It was a great 
way to kick off summer vacation. 
   This year marked the retirement of long 
time special education, English and year-
book teacher Laura Maury. We will truly 
miss her and we wish her all the best.  
Joining the Lawton Community Schools 

family and taking over for Mrs. Maury is 
Mrs. Jennifer Otto.  Mrs. Otto comes to us 
with teaching experience in Mattawan and 
South Haven Public Schools.  She is a grad-
uate of Western Michigan University (Go 
Broncos)!  Mrs. Otto and her family live in 
Lawton and her daughter Charlotte is a 
student at Lawton Elementary School. We 
look forward to having her on our team. 
   Looking forward to the upcoming school 
year, please mark your calendar for Au-
gust 22nd which is the Lawton High School 
Open House from 4:30-5:30 pm. Students 
and parents can pick up their schedules, 
meet their new teachers and tour the high 
school on this evening. This is also the day 
for our freshman orientation which runs 
from 2:00- 4:00 pm concluding with an ice 
cream social for freshman students and 
their parents at 4:00 pm in the high school 
cafeteria. 
   The first day of school for all students 
will be the Tuesday after Labor Day which 
is September 3rd.   Classes will begin at 
8:00 am with the building being open for 

students at 7:15 am.  Students will be wel-
comed back with a short assembly in the 
gymnasium then run through a full-day 
schedule of classes.  
   Plan ahead and mark your calendar for 
our homecoming football game and tail-
gate party.  This will be October 4th 
against our rival to the north, Gobles.  
Come out and support your Blue Devils. 
   With the new school year come new 
opportunities to get involved at Lawton 
High School.  Students are encouraged to 
participate in at least one extra-curricular 
club or sport.  Parents are always welcome 
and are encouraged to stay involved with 
their high school student.  Some opportu-
nities include participating in our booster 
club activities, field trip supervision, and 
homecoming events.  However you decide 
to get involved, know that your contribu-
tions make Lawton High School a better 
place for all of our students. 
   Enjoy the remaining days of summer 
vacation and keep up the Blue Devil pride! 

LHS Named Michigan Green School 
By Laura Cross 

The Lawton High School Green Club was 
proud to receive recognition at the June 
Board Meeting where they were present-

ed with the designation of being a Michi-
gan Green School.  Emilly Hickmott who 
has partnered with us from the Van Buren 
Conservation District presented LHS Green 
Club members with a beautiful flag and 
plaque to honor the accomplish-
ment.  Over the last year club members 
and district leadership have worked hard 
to achieve this honor by doing projects 
such as composting food waste, collecting 
recycling, installing LED lighting, and cre-
ating a native garden.  We are pleased to 
be the second school in Van Buren County 
to earn MI Green School status. 

Maribel Suarez, Emily Hickmott, Chelsea Alsup, 
Laura Cross, Leah Miller, Jon Horton, Katelyn Lassin  
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College Decision Month was a huge success.  All seniors shared 
their post-secondary plans.  We have 56 students going on to 
attend colleges such as KVCC, SMC, WMU, GVSU, Ferris, Univer-
sity of Michigan, Michigan State University, Adrian, and three 
are attending a college in Arizona.  Three students have joined 
the military, four students are getting into a skilled trades pro-
gram, and five students are attending career technical programs.  
All of the students’ names were entered into a drawing for priz-
es.  If they completed their FAFSA, their name was entered 
twice.  Several prizes were given away such as a TV, tablet, head 
phones and several gift cards. 

LHS Seniors Plan Their Futures-College Decision Month 2019 
By Darcy Munro 

Advanced Placement Students Attend the Musical Hamilton 
By Shelley Klotz 

AP students traveled to the Fisher Theatre in Detroit to watch 
the musical Hamilton as part of the Hamilton Education Program 
sponsored by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. 
Previous to watching the Broadway musical, students studied 
primary source historical documents about the Founding Era 
and created an original performance piece.   

On Tuesday, June 4th many of the juniors participated in a col-
lege visit to KVCC in the morning and Western Michigan Univer-
sity in the afternoon.  They were able to tour both campuses, 
listened to presentations about the programs offered, financial 
aid, what each college offered, and eat in the dining hall at 

Western Michigan University.  Juniors also visited Southwestern 
Michigan College on May 13th where they received a tour and 
information on everything SMC has to offer.  

Juniors Explore College Opportunities 
By Darcy Munro 
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As another track season comes to a close, 
we want to share our season highlights.  
This year we had several invitational 
champions, a regional champion, and two 
athletes making an appearance at the 
state meet in four different events!  Earn-
ing All-Conference status were Harrison 
Maynard in the 110M HH, Megan 
Dopheide in the 400M, and the 4x400M 
Relay team of Megan Dopheide, Mycaela 
Aumaugher, Sophia Mills, and Iliana Vigil.  
Earning All-Conference Honorable Men-
tion status were Harrison Maynard in the 
300M hurdles, Megan Dopheide in the 
Pole Vault, and the 4x800M relay team of 
Iliana Vigil, Sophia Mills, Natalie Torres, 
and Felicity Crall.  Dopheide claimed the 
regional champion title in the pole vault, 
punching her ticket to the state meet in 
that event.  Dopheide was also a state 
qualifier in the 400M.  Maynard qualified 
in the 110M HH and 300M hurdles.  At the 

state meet, Dopheide finished 20th in the 
400M and 17th in the pole vault.  Nursing 
a sore hamstring, Maynard scratched from 
the 110M HH and finished 21st in the 
300M hurdles.  Congratulations to all Blue 
Devil Tracksters on a terrific season! 
   A big thank you to Mike & Penny Burris 
for the donation of the block carts.  They 
are greatly appreciated and will make 
block transportation faster and easier! The 
track team would also like to thank the 
following volunteers for making home 
track meets a huge success: Doug Town-
send, Chris Rice, Tammy Wilson, Kris Bull-
ock, Margot Kinnear, Tammy Barkovich, 
Todd Barkovich, Heather Olson, Lori Oxley, 
William Medsker, Chris Richter, James, 
Caldwell, Ryan Caldwell, Mike Grear, John 
Dedrick, Jim Turner, Buster Turner, Mike 
Burris, Penny Burris, Susan Douglas, Kim 
Emmert, Noah Emmert, Jacob Emmert, 
Bre Bailey, Craig Rupp, Nickolaus Schu-

bert, Emily Schubert, Jessica Schubert, and 
the Middle School Track Team!  The time 
and dedication you all give to LHS Track is 
greatly appreciated!  A big shout out, too, 
to all of the wonderful folks who worked 
the concession stand and the admission 
gate! To those of you whom I may have 
missed, it was not on purpose.  Please 
accept my sincerest apologies, and know 
that your efforts are appreciated as well!  
We look forward to another great season 
next year! 

On Monday, May 20, 2019 fifteen stu-
dents were inducted into the National 
Honor Society.  To qualify for NHS stu-
dents must have a minimum GPA of 3.33.  
They need to complete an application pro-
cess and are evaluated by teachers.  Once 
accepted, they must complete 25 hours of 
community service every year.  One of the 
major events that they assist with is the 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner held eve-
ry November.  The students inducted this 
year were Angela Solis-Sarat, Ema Somers, 
Ember Blancherd, Gavin McFadden, Josie 
Buchkowski, Katelynn Lassin, Kiana Auton, 
Lexi Bohannon, Mackenzie Nickrent, Mag-
gie Rix, Nick Marcelletti, Olivia Cramer, 
Parker Holder, Sara Docekal and Sophie 
Mills. 

National Honor Society Inducts New Class 
By Darcy Munro 

National  Honor Society Members Inducted 
By Lesli Wardell 

Members of National Art Honor Society 
held their yearly ceremony on Thursday, 
May 9th.  We recognized our senior award 
winners Leah Miller and Andrea Williams 
for their outstanding performance in art 
for the past four years and inducted our 
future freshman class. Within our gather-

ing, we celebrated each other and com-
memorated all of our hard work through-
out the year. I am very proud to sponsor 
these wonderful students and their artistic 
endeavors.   

Track & Field Athletes Complete Successful Season 
By Coach Lycan 
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LAWTON ATHLETICS thanks you for your support! The 2019 
Blue Devil Bash generated a profit of $10,918. These funds 
help us provide coaches training, athletic trainers, state tour-
nament expenses, team camps and additional equipment for 
our teams and athletes. Your support of our athletes, coaches 
and programs through our various fundraisers is sincerely 
appreciated. GO BLUE DEVILS! 

VARSITY FOOTBALL      VARSITY SOCCER 
8/29 WATERVLIET  H 7:30  8/24 COLOMA INV.  A 9:00 
9/6 COLOMA   H 7:00  8/26 HARPER CREEK  A 6:00 
9/13 RIVER VALLEY  H 7:00  8/28 COMSTOCK  H 6:00 
9/20 DELTON  KELLOGG  A 7:00  9/3 HERITAGE CHRISTIAN  H 6:00 
9/27 GALESBURG    A 7:00  9/7 DOWAGIAC INVITE  A 9:00 
10/4 GOBLES (Homecoming) H 7:00  9/9 KALAMAZOO CHRISTIAN A 5:00 
10/11 FENNVILLE   A 7:00  9/11 COLOMA   A 6:00 
10/18 SAUGATUCK   A 7:00  9/14 BRIDGMAN  H 11:00 
10/25 COMSTOCK  H 7:00  9/16 FENNVILLE   H 6:00 
10/27 PLAYOFF-FIRST ROUND    TBA  9/18 GOBLES   A 5:00 
JV FOOTBALL      9/23 SCHOOLCRAFT  H 6:00 
8/29 WATERVLIET  H 5:00  9/25 DELTON KELLOGG  H 7:00 
9/5 COLOMA   A 6:00  9/30 CONSTANTINE  H 6:00 
9/12 RIVER VALLEY  A 6:00  10/2 SAUGATUCK  H 7:00 
9/19 DELTON  KELLOGG  H 6:00  10/4 CASSOPOLIS  A 5:00 
9/26 GALESBURG    H 6:00  10/7 HACKETT CP  A 6:00 
10/3 GOBLES    A 6:00  10/9 DISTRICTS @   TBA 
10/10 FENNVILLE   H 6:00  VOLLEYBALL  
10/17 SAUGATUCK   H 6:00  8/24 V-LAWTON INVITE  H 8:30 
10/24 COMSTOCK  A 6:00  8/28 JV-GULL LAKE INVITE  A 4:00 
MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL     9/5 JV/V-CASSOPOLIS  H 5:30 
9/11 CONSTANTINE (7th)  A 5:00  9/7 V-WATERVLIET INVITE A 8:00 
9/18 SAUGATUCK  A 5:00  9/9 JV/V-OTSEGO  A 5:00 
9/25 CONSTANTINE (7th)  H 5:00  9/10 JV/V-GALESBURG AUGUSTA H 5:30 
10/2 GOBLES   H 5:00  9/14 LAWTON JV INVITE  H 8:30 
10/9 WATERVLIET  H 5:00  9/17 JV/V-KALAMAZOO CHRISTIAN H 5:30 
10/16 FENNVILLE   A 5:00  9/21 V-DECATUR INVITE  A 9:00 
CROSS COUNTRY      9/24 JV/V-HACKETT CP  A 5:30 
8/16 PORTAGE CENTRAL INVITE A 9:15  9/26 JV/V-FENNVILLE  A 5:30 
8/20 THREE RIVERS INVITE  A 5:00  10/1 JV/V-CONSTANTINE  H 5:30 
8/24 HOLLAND CALVARY CHRISTIAN INVITE A 9:00  10/8 JV/V-DELTON KELLOGG A 5:30 
8/27 PAW PAW (MS)  A 5:00  10/10 JV/V-GOBLES  A 5:30 
8/28 NEW BUFFALO INVITE  A 4:30  10/12 V-COLOMA INVITE  A 8:30 
9/5 BERRIEN SPRINGS INVITE (MS) A 4:30  10/15 JV/V-SCHOOLCRAFT  A 5:30 
9/7 CENTREVILLE INVITE (MS) A 8:30  10/17 JV/V-WATERVLIET  H 5:30 
9/11 SAC @ COLOMA (MS)  A 5:00  10/19 V-CONSTANTINE INV  A 8:00 
9/14 MENDON INVITE (MS)  A 10:00  10/19 JV-SCHOOLCRAFT INV  A 8:30 
9/18 SCHOOLCRAFT INVITE (MS only) A 5:00  10/22 JV/V-SAUGATUCK  A 5:30 
9/21 DECATUR INVITE (MS)  A 9:00  10/29     
9/25 SAC @ GALESBURG (MS) A 5:00  10/30     
10/1 K-Christian MS Divisional Meet A 5:30  11/4 DISTRICTS @ LAWTON H TBA 
10/5 PORTAGE CC INVITE (MS) A 9:00  MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL 
10/10 SAC Championship @ GOBLES A 4:30  9/16 CONSTANTINE  H 5:00 
10/19 GOBLES INVITE  A   9/18 WATERVLIET  A 5:00 
10/25 REGIONALS @   A TBA  9/23 COLOMA   A 5:00 
       9/25 SCHOOLCRAFT  H 5:00 
            9/30 GOBLES   A 5:00 
       10/2 SAUGATUCK  H 5:00 
       10/7 CONSTANTINE  A 5:00 
       10/9 SCHOOLCRAFT  A 5:00 
       10/14 COLOMA   H 5:00 
       10/16 WATERVLIET  H 5:00 
       10/21 GOBLES   H 5:00 
       10/23 SAUGATUCK  A 5:00 
              
       SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
       Volunteer for the Athletic Boosters at any home contest and earn 
       3 admissions into Lawton athletic events! 



   Each year the Van Buren ISD sponsors 
the Educational Hero Awards.  The school 
districts of the county are able to select 
two recipients who have gone over and 
above in their commitment to our mis-
sion.  Congratulations Kim and Danielle! 
   Preschool Teacher Kim Emmert was 
nominated for her overall leadership and 
commitment to quality with our preschool 
programs. Kim is also known for stepping 
up whenever help is needed at district or 

community events including the important 
role she and her family played with the 
Robotics team. 
   High School Teacher Danielle Carr was 
nominated for overall   excellence in the 
classroom. In addition Danielle has played 
a leadership role with student govern-
ment, class advising, and school climate. 
Her nomination closed with "...She defi-
nitely makes Lawton High School a better 
place to be." 
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LAAC 
By Tamara Webster, LAAC Principal 

Perhaps you have heard the term LAAC on 
School Messenger Calls or seen it in Face-
book posts and wondered exactly what it 
is. 
   LAAC stands for Lawton Accelerated 
Academic Center – a program for second-
ary students founded in 2003 and current-
ly housed in the building commonly 
known as the “old middle school.”  The 
LAAC encompasses three programs im-
portant to student success.   
   Virtual School is a program for students 
who work on their schoolwork inde-
pendently in their own homes with assis-
tance from a certified teacher.  Students 
take self-paced classes online and have 
email and phone support from the teach-
ing staff at the LAAC.  Students must also 
commit to a weekly home visit from a cer-
tified teacher or one day a week in our 
classroom setting and take their exams in 
the presence of a member of our staff. 
Virtual schooling is a great fit for some 
students, but most be chosen carefully. 
Students who are successful in the virtual 
setting are good readers with above aver-
age comprehension skills, independent 
workers, and good with deadlines.  Stu-
dents also need a strong mentor at home 

to support them in staying on task and 
meeting goals. 
   Credit Recovery is a program for stu-
dents who attend Lawton High School and 
have begun falling behind on credits due 
to a school transfer or a failed class.  Stu-
dents are assigned by our high school 
counselor, Mrs. Munro and come to the 
lab after school each day (Monday- Thurs-
day) 3 PM – 4PM until they complete their 
classes. Students may shuttle down from 
the high school to the lab at the end of the 
school day to attend this program. 
   Finally, the majority of students attend 
the LAAC to participate in our alternative 
high school program.  Our alternative 
school students are in grades 9-12 and 
attend during regular high school hours.  
Because their classes are online and self-
paced, these students are able to catch up 
if they have fallen behind in credits or 
move forward to graduate early.  Students 
in this program are focused entirely on 
academics so they can attend academic 
programs such as the Technology Center 
but do not participate in most high school 
extra-curricular programs and don’t par-
ticipate in interscholastic athletics. 
   The words alternative school are tradi-

tionally associated with students with aca-
demic or behavior problems. The students 
who attend the LAAC are generally well-
behaved and have had fewer disciplinary 
problems than at a traditional school.  
They complete their classes in a different 
way – online – but meet the same diploma 
requirements as Lawton High School stu-
dents. 
   The LAAC participates in School of 
Choice and welcomes applicants.  For 
more information or registration, contact 
Principal Tamara Webster at (269) 624-
7542. 

LCS Educational Heroes Recognized 
By Chris Rice 
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After-Prom Bash Committee Appreciates Donors 
By APB Committee 

The 2019 Lawton High School After-Prom Bash 
was held on April 20-21, at the Lawton Com-
munity Center from 11:00 p.m.-4:00 a.m. with 
approximately 75 students in attendance.  The 
After-Prom Bash, which started in 1995, is an 
overnight event and is provided to students at 
no cost as a way to provide an alcohol and drug
-free alternative to after prom parties.  The 
theme for the event this year was “Casino Roy-
ale” and included a hypnotist show, inflatable 
games, Minute-to-Win-It games, casino gaming 
tables, a caricature artist, food catered by 
Bomba’s BarBQ and several prize give-aways.  
This event would not be possible without gen-
erous financial and product donations as well 
as time and support from community members 
and businesses.  The After-Prom Committee 
would like to thank the following: 
 
Lawton Lions Club, Lawton Community Center, Ryan 
Caldwell & Staff, Lee Moser–Modern Woodmen, 
Kalamazoo Candle Company, Rilynn Rose Candles, 
Vertical Edge-Gobles, Bomba’s BarBQ, Gene Haulen-
beek, Keith Kocher, Mike Stephayn, The Breakfast 
Place, St. Julian Winery, Jaspare’s Pizza-Lawton, 
Binder Park Zoo, Lawton Ridge Winery, Industry 
Tanning & Hair Salon, Paw Paw Village Pharmacy, 
Ace Hardware-Texas Corners, Adams Hardware, Barn 
Brewers, Papa John’s-Mattawan, Airway Fun Center, 

Kalamazoo 10 Theater, Loren Tarner-Angry Mustard, 
Portage Street 10 AMC Theater, Ashley Candelaria-
Inner Wellness Massage & Bodywork, Masters Chiro-
practic & Rehab, Sandy Tapper-Elementary Edge, 
Rustic Grounds, Lawton Elementary PTO, H2 Design, 
Dragonfly Gardens, Anytime Fitness, Biggby Coffee-
Paw Paw, Lawton Athletic Boosters, Kalamazoo 
Growlers, K. Redmond Photography, Kalamazoo Beer 
Exchange, The Strand Theater, Pizza Hut-Paw Paw, 
Tractor Supply-Paw Paw, Family Nails Salon, The 
Breakfast Place, Chinn Chinn Restaurant, Texas Road-
house, Erbelli’s, The Vineyard Café, Cancun Restau-
rant, Core Strength & Pilates, The Tinker Shop, U-Tan 
Salon & Spa, Detroit Tigers MLB, D’Coy Ducks, Meijer
-Portage, Walmart-Paw Paw, Costco-Kalamazoo, 
Compass Realty-Zach Daniels, Kalamazoo Municipal 
Golf Assoc., Honee Bear Canning Company, Art Bay-
ou, WMU Football, Oriental Trading Company, Rich 
Johnson, Sharon Hartman, Torie Mitchell, Joyce 
Barkovich, George & Andria Keister, Matt Kozel, Josh 
bridges, Lori Closurdo, Martha Labadie, Estela Carri-
zales, Jeff Triemstra, Deb Salvano, Sheila Caulder, 
Tammy Wilson, Jessica Brooks, Debbie Lewis, Mark 
Graham, Jan Guilloz, Heather Cosby, Rebecca Steele, 
Peggy Noble, Angela Rueff, Jeff & Laura Mack, 
Michelle Adams, Greg Barr, Jason & Heather Barr, 
Stephanie Dailey, Josh Doster, Adam Dudycha, Sue 
Dudycha, Jeff & Jane Jones, Mandi Lawson, Martha 
Lull, Kevin Miller, Don & Jodi Stermer, Mandi Terp-
stra, Lynn Somers, Dawn Maynard 
 

FINANCIAL DONORS: 
$750 Level: 
TLC&M Tax Preparation-Terri Dopheide 
 
$500 Level: 
Ralph Moyle, Inc. 
Moore Electrical Services, Inc. 
 
$250 Level: 
Dave’s Concrete Service 
Lawson Oil Company 
Mol-Son/Western Diversified 
Scott Trucking Service Inc. 
 
$25-$100 Level: 
Big T 
Decatur Family Dentistry 
Donald E. Thornton Insurance Agency 
Earl Sanders & Sons 
Hunts Hillside LLC 
Keystone Manufacturing, LLC 
Lawton Middle School PTO 
Mattawan Chiropractic Clinic 
Motter Insurance Agency 
Paw Paw/Lawton OES #257 
Phil & Kim Roehm 
Patricia VanZoeren 
Diane Wellington 
Kevin Miller 
Susan Commissaris 

Family Links Program 
By Mary Rivas 

This year we will be entering our 19th year 
with the Family Links program through the Van 
Buren Intermediate School District. The pro-
gram is open to all families from prenatal to 
families with a child not yet in kindergarten 
and is offered in English and Spanish.  Using 

the Parent as Teachers® curriculum, we part-
ner with families to support parents as their 
child’s “first and most influential teacher.”  
Together we explore ways to interact with the 
child to support their development.  Our goal is 
for your child to reach their fullest potential in 
order to be successful in school and beyond. 
Services are free and voluntary.  
Family Links hosts the weekly PAL (Play and 
Learn) group.  Group are held at different sites 
throughout the county, from 9:45- 11:00am 
with no reservations needed.  This group is for 
children birth to five and their adults.  Please 
come and join us for some fun.  Locations for 
PAL may be found at www.greatstart-
vanburen.org. or call 269-539-5214. 
Services include:  
-Personal home visits with assessments and 
activities to meet the family goals 

-Age specific information with parent-child 
activities to stimulate growth and development  
-Screening to assess hearing , vision, health 
and development 
-Group connections to stimulate healthy social-
emotional growth for your child and to connect 
with others parents for support 
-Community resource connections and infor-
mation 
   You are welcome to call or visit us on the 
Great Start website www.greatstart-
vanburen.org for more information. It contains 
information on early childhood development 
and activities in the community.  
Lawton Family Links has served hundreds of 
families since beginning in 2001.   
Thank you to the past, present and future Fam-
ily Links families for making this program a 
great success.  
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Lawton Elementary PTO 
The Elementary PTO is ready to start a fun and educational school year!  The end 
of the 2018-2019 school year was celebrated with the Carnival.  The kids worked 
so hard during this past year.  They really deserved a day of fun. The patriot 
game, slide, and Busters hay ride were the stars of the day.  We really appreci-
ate everyone who helped make the day successful! 
   The work didn’t stop when school year ended.  We have been working on the 
12th annual Blue Devil Dash.  This is such a fun event for the kids and really 
helps the PTO so we can offer our kids and teachers the best support possible 
throughout the year.  Help your kids reach their goals so they might have a 
chance at winning some of the awesome prizes we have this year!  We always 
welcome parents and family members at this event.  Come out to cheer the kids 
on as they make their laps around the track.  Even if you can only come for a few 
minutes on your lunch hour, it really helps motivate the kids.   
   The PTO is not just about volunteering.  With the funds generated by Blue 
Devil Dash we plan to offer our teachers extra financial help.  They are the stars 
of the show and really deserve the assistance.  The more funding our teachers 
have the better they can help our children in their quest to learn.  As well as our 
usual events, funds will also be used to purchase technology for the students.  
The goal is to have enough tablets for every fourth and fifth grade student.  The 
PTO also covers costs for incentive days and many more fun and educational 
activities. 
   We are very excited to welcome some new members to the Elementary PTO 
this year!  If you are interested in coming to a meeting we hold them generally 
the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30.   Most meetings are held in the library 
at the school, but sometimes you can find us at Big T’s.  If you are curious to see 
what we, stop and listen in.  There is absolutely no pressure to continue coming 
to meetings or volunteering.  We are just a bunch of mom’s, and some dad’s, 
who want to help our kids be the best they can be.  For more information, 
please visit our website at www.lawtoncs.org/About_Us/PTO.html.  You can also 
find us on Facebook under Lawton Elementary PTO. 
 

Lawton Middle School PTO 
   Yearbooks will be delivered in September!  If you still need to order one, 
please log into Geskus.com and place an order.  Join us for our first meeting 
September 5th at 6:30 in the MS Cafeteria.  We still have several PTO board 
positions that MUST be filled in order to continue as an organization, please 
consider volunteering.  
 

Annual Notices 
PESTICIDES 
   Lawton Community School District has adopted an Integrated Pest Management program.  
Inherent with this are the District’s efforts to reduce pesticide use as much as possible.  
While it may occasionally be necessary to apply a pesticide, these will only be used as a last 
resort.  This program does not rely on routine pesticide applications to resolve problems.  
Advance notice of an application will be given 48 hours before the application.  The law 
requires us to do this notification by using two methods.  The first method required by the 
law is the posting at the primary entrances to your child’s school.  Parents are also entitled 
to receive this notice by first-class United States mail postmarked at least three (3) days 
before the application.  If you would like to be notified by mail or would like to review our 
IPM program or pesticide application records please contact Jim Turner at 269-624-7905 or 
email jturner@lawtoncs.org.  The following will be serviced the second Thursday of each 
month, high school, middle school, elementary School and Administration Building for the 
2019-2020 school year.  MDA Pesticide & Plant and Pest Management:  This communication 
is in accordance with the Michigan Department of Agriculture, Pesticide and Plant Pest 
Management Division, Regulation #637 as amended August 13, 1993.  Your school’s district 
complies with pest management requirements. 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
   All Lawton Community Schools teachers and instructional paraprofessionals are meet the 
Guidelines for “Highly Qualified“ under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  
Additionally, all teachers hold valid Michigan Teaching Certificates.  Michigan residents can 
verify a teacher’s credential online at www.mi.gov/moecs by clicking on the link “Educator 
Certification Verification.” 
NOTICE OF RIGHT TO REQUEST PERSONAL CURRICULUM 
   To be eligible for a high school diploma, Michigan students are required to complete the 
requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC). Schools are allowed, however, to 
modify the MMC based on the individual learning needs of each student. These modifica-
tions are typically known as a “personal curriculum” (PC). Schools must follow certain guide-
lines when developing a PC. When those guidelines are met, students with a PC are eligible 
for a high school diploma. 
   Beginning with the 2015-16 school year, schools must develop a personal curriculum for 
any student at the request of the student’s parent or guardian or the student who is 18 
years old. Lawton High School has traditionally strived to the most appropriate educational 
program for each student and will continue to do so. If you are interested in a personal 
curriculum for your high school student, please contact Guidance Counselor Darcy Munro at 
624-7806. 
PHOTO RELEASE 
   The purpose of the district newsletter is to convey to the public information about activi-
ties at school and school related events.  Parents should be aware that publications contain 
pictures of students involved with school activities or students who have received awards 
related to the articles in the newsletters.  Please contact your building secretary or superin-
tendent secretary at 624-7901 if you do not wish to have your child’s picture published in 
newsletters throughout the school year.  Otherwise, this notice will serve as a photo release 
for Lawton Community Schools. 
NOTICE TO PARENTS REGARDING STUDENT RECORDS 
   Each student’s records will be kept in a confidential file located at the student’s school 
office.  The information in the student’s record file will be available for review only by the 
parent or legal guardian of a student, adult student (19 years of age or older), and those 
authorized by federal law and district regulations.  The District has established the following 
information about each student as directory information:  name, address, telephone num-
ber, date and place of birth, photograph, major field of study, sports, height and weight if a 
member of an athletic team, dates of attendance, date of participation in officially recog-
nized activities, graduation, awards received, honor roll, and scholarship awards.  The Dis-
trict will make the above information available upon a legitimate request unless a parent, 
guardian, or adult student notified the District Records Office in writing within ten (10) days 
from the date of this notification that he/she will not permit distribution of any or all of such 
information. 


