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Congratulations to the Blue Devil Varsity Football team on a 
tremendous season! Coming into the season, newcomers in 
many positions and new varsity coaches made predicting the 
level of success for the team a difficult task. Coach Waldrup and 
his staff certainly hit the ground running. With a solid culture 
already in place, considerable time was spent teaching the new 
systems and training the athletes. A convincing opening night 
victory over rival Watervliet set the stage for ten straight wins 
including a hard-fought playoff victory over Centreville. For his 
efforts, Head Coach Wade Waldrup was named the MLive Kala-

mazoo Dream Team Coach of the Year and 
the Region 8 Coach of the Year by the 
Michigan High School Football Coaches 
Association. While we say farewell to some 
outstanding senior leaders, many key con-
tributors will return. With solid numbers 
through the program, the future looks 
bright for Blue Devil Football!  

SAC Valley Division Champions 



From the Superintendent 
By Christopher Rice, Superintendent 
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Tremendous Community Support 
As someone joked with me at the playoff football game at Schoolcraft, 
“This would be a good night to be a thief in Lawton.” This assessment 
was spot on as seemingly all of Lawton was at the game supporting our 
team. As I scanned our side of the field I was convinced that our fans 
outnumbered those of our opponents who were playing on their home 
field. And, while the final score did not reflect the outcome we had 
hoped for, the support of our community was nothing short of impres-
sive. Was I surprised? Not at all. The Lawton community has always 
shown tremendous support for our students and schools and on behalf 
of the students, staff, and Board of Education I extend a very sincere 
thank you.  
 
Bond Project Planning Moves Forward 
The district is nearing completion of the design development phase of 
our $4.5 million renovation project. Final drawings will soon be ap-
proved. This will be followed by the bidding phase and construction 
beginning. The project includes renovation of the old gym, demolition 
of the old building, significant roof repairs on the elementary building, 
relocation of the elementary office, upgrades to elementary bathrooms 
and classrooms, and renovation of the old bus garage to preschool 
space. Also included will be renovation of the High School shop area 
that will provide space for the relocation of the LAAC and expanded 
fitness space, as well as maintaining a small workshop area. Anyone 
with questions about the project is encouraged to contact Chris Rice at 
624-7901 or crice@lawtoncs.org. 
 
LCS Teachers Focus on Essential Standards 
In the name of continuous improvement, the district’s teachers are 
undertaking a project that involves analysis of content-area learning 
standards. The goal of this process is to identify those standards that 
best prepare students for future success. Subsequently, these essential 
standards will form the instructional foundation for each course. Stu-
dent progress toward the standards will be assessed and monitored 
forming the basis for intervention or extension activities.  
 
Parking Lot Safety 
Visitors to our campuses are reminded to be constantly mindful of stu-
dent safety. Children, especially smaller children, are unpredictable and 
often difficult for drivers to see. Thank you to those who drive safely in 
our lots. Your patience is appreciated.  
 
Hall of Fame Class of 2020 Announced 
Congratulations to the following individuals who have been selected for 
induction into the Lawton Community Schools Hall of Fame. 

 
Anne Taylor Coombs – Anne is a member of the LHS 
Class of 1949 where she was instrumental in the 
changing of the school’s mascot from Grape Belters 
to Blue Devils. A true pillar of the community, Anne 
is being recognized in the category of community 
service that is highlighted by a 37 year career with 
the Lawton Public Library in addition to many other 
community contributions. 
 

Walter Hitchcock – Few school district employees 
ever perform the number of roles in which Wally 
has served over his 49 years of service to the Dis-
trict. His career began as a math teacher in 1971. 
Other roles have included: football and softball 
coach, bus driver, high school principal, and ath-
letic director. Since “retiring” Wally has continued 
to serve as a volunteer math tutor and is currently 
the Board of Education President. 

 
Siri, Jens, Chelsea, and Charles Berdahl 
The Berdahl’s are being inducted as a 
sibling group for their outstanding ca-
reer achievements.    
   Following graduation in 2000, the 
eldest sibling Siri (Berdahl) Roma re-
ceived her Bachelor’s Degree in Inter-
national Studies and French before 

earning a Master’s Degree in Library and Information Science. She has 
studied and worked internationally and now serves as a librarian with 
the U.S. Army.  
   Jens Berdahl is a member of the LHS Class of 2002. He received an 
appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy where he began pilot training. 
He has been deployed on combat and patrol missions and has since 
become a test pilot in the U.S. Air Force where he has flown over twen-
ty different aircraft types.  
   Chelsea (Berdahl) Carlson graduated from LHS in 2004 before earning 
Bachelor of Science degrees in Chemistry and French. She also studied 
and served in West Africa before eventually earning her Master’s De-
gree from Northwestern University. She is currently a Family Physician 
in Boise, Idaho.  
   The youngest of the four siblings, Charles Berdahl, is a member of the 
LHS Class of 2007. While an undergraduate at Bowdoin College, Charles 
developed an interest in the Middle East including Lebanon where he 
worked as part of a peace building effort for youth. He has since gradu-
ated from the University of Michigan and is now working as an attorney 
in Washington D.C.  
   The parents of this outstanding group are Don and Louise Berdahl of 
Lawton. 
 
   The community is invited to a reception in the Lawton High School 
cafeteria on Friday, February 7 at 6:15pm. The reception will be fol-
lowed by an induction ceremony to be held between the girls and boys 
basketball games that evening.  

Lawton Community Schools 
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School Closing and Winter Weather Reminders 
By Christopher Rice, Superintendent 

The winter season is upon us and with that comes my least favorite 
task: that of deciding whether or not to close school. The purpose of 
this communication is to provide you with information about that 
process as well as some general guidelines.  
   When inclement weather is expected, the operations director and I  
drive district roads to assess conditions. This process typically starts no 
later than 4:30 am. Some days, I know before leaving my driveway that 
roads are not safe and school closing is advisable. Other days, it is not 
so simple.  
   As I drive the roads, I consider conditions for school buses and cars 
being able to safely navigate to school. During these drives, I will often 
make or receive calls from nearby districts. This helps everyone know 
what others are seeing. And while we typically arrive at the same 
conclusion, it can be complicated — especially with lake effect snow. I 
remember a day last winter when the snow set up over the western 
part of the county giving areas within the Paw Paw district upwards of 
eight inches of snow while we had no more than four. On this particular 
day, Lawton and Mattawan remained open while most other Van Buren 
County districts were closed.  I also pull over occasionally to check 
current and projected weather forecasts and take that information into 
consideration as well. 
   For the sake of our early arriving employees — those who commute 
from long distances — and for parents who need to make child care 
arrangements, I always try to make the decision by 6:00 am if not 
earlier.  This can be tough as conditions can and often do change 
between 6:00 am and the start of school at 8:00 am.  
   Notification happens in the following ways.  
 School Messenger calls and text messages. It is important that 

parents keep us informed when your contact information changes. 
The call you receive will show a central office phone number. It is 
unlikely that anyone will be in the office to answer if you try to 
make a return call.  

 Notice to local media outlets including major local television and 
radio stations.  

 Social Media - specifically the Lawton Schools Facebook page.  
   While less common than closings, delays are also a possibility. If we 
are confident that conditions will improve significantly before 9:00am, 
we may call a two-hour delay. When this occurs, we do not send our 
AM students to the Tech Center. On these days, bus pickup times are 
two hours later than the normal time.  
   On days when school is closed or when conditions deteriorate during 
the day, we also make decisions about evening activities. Those events 
involving younger students — elementary and middle school — are 
more likely to be cancelled. If we think it is safe, we may allow high 
school teams to hold optional practices. We try to make these decisions 
by noon. Rescheduling athletic contests can be very challenging so 
again, based on conditions, games may still be played.  
   It is rare that we will ever dismiss early due to concerns that students 
could be dropped off at homes where no adult is present. Parents are 
always welcome to pick up their children prior to the scheduled 
dismissal time.  
   The recent polar vortex events give us yet another situation to 
consider. Is it too cold to hold school? Diesel buses can be difficult to 
start in very cold conditions and if our buses will not start, we cannot 
hold school. To close based on temperature, we are typically looking at 
sustained temperatures at or below -20F.  
   Making decisions in the winter is no exact science and we realize that 
winter driving can always be difficult or even dangerous. We always do 
our best to balance the goal of safety with our desire to have kids in 
school.  
   Please direct any questions or concerns to me at 624-7901. 

An Opportunity to Say Farewell to the Historic Lawton School 

Open House Dates  
 

Friday, February 7, 2020  
5:00 PM—6:00 PM 

If the roads and sidewalks are icy, the February open house will be cancelled.  
 

Saturday, May 9, 2020  
2:00 PM—3:30 PM  

 
  
This program is free and open to the public. Participants will be able 
to tour selected classrooms, the gymnasium, and other key areas of 
the school.  
 
While there will be barrier free areas of the ground floor available to 
all, please note that this building no longer has an elevator. Some 
areas may not be available to all participants. This is a construction 
area and not appropriate for young children.  
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Lawton Elementary School 
By Heather Olson, Elementary School Principal 

This year has been filled with so many great learning 
opportunities for everyone. I have found great joy in 
getting to know students and families in my new 
role. Being able to serve the students, families, and 
staff of this community, every day is an honor and 
privilege! I would like to thank everyone who has 
welcomed me into this new role with smiles and 
encouraging words. The students and staff here at 

LES have been working very hard to create a safe environment that 
encourages learning for everyone.  The students have been 
reflecting daily on the character traits of honesty, caring, respect, 
and responsibility in all areas of the building. Please checkout our 
character trait of the month board located at the entrance of the 
building. Each month we highlight one student from every grade 
level that is exemplar of a chosen character trait. Our November and 
December respectful students were Efa Topash, Noah Williams, 
Adelle Wolthuis, Madison Vette, Daisy Karsen, and Cody Pollock.  We 
are striving to be the best staff we can be so our students have the 
best chance of being their best. 
   I would like to highlight some of the many great opportunities that 
we providing for our students and staff at Lawton Elementary 
School. 

   We have multiple mentorship opportunities for students.  Mr. 
Karsen’s returning PE students visit us on Thursdays each trimester 
to help and encourage elementary students by reading with them, 
helping with class work, and encouraging them to be the best 
learners they can be. The Lawton Elementary Leadership Club 
partners younger students with 5th grade students who can check in 
daily on their mentee and encourage them to make the right choices 
and help them with work. The 5th grade students are a great role 
model for our younger students. The Leadership Club is making a 
difference everyday in the lives of our students. Lawton Elementary 
also has an adult mentor program through Be the Light Mentoring 
Program.  The mentors meet with students at our elementary. 
Mentors meet with their paired student once a week for an hour to 
work on reading, social skills, math facts, etc.  Be the Light 
Mentoring is looking for more mentors. If you are interested in being 
a positive role model and mentor to one of our students, please 
contact Marica Angle at marcia61.angle@gmail.com.  
   Our fabulous PTO has been meeting monthly to continue to 
support LES in many ways.  In October students raised nearly 

$10,000.00 from the Blue Devil Dash fundraiser. I thoroughly 
enjoyed taking the top nine fundraising winners to Airway 
Lanes.  We had a great time bowling and enjoyed pizza and pop 
together. Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make 
this event such a success! Thank you also to the First Baptist Church 
of Lawton for providing us the bus at no cost so we could use more 
of our funds to support student learning at LES. 
   Our staff is learning and growing each day! Each staff member is 
reflecting, discussing, and encouraging each other daily.  We are 
focused on refining our practices to become even better at what we 
do to educate our students. We have a Multi-Tiered Systems of 
Support (MTSS) Team that meets at the county level to evaluate our 
curriculum.  We are learning and developing new strategies to help 
our kids learn. Our MTSS Team will work with each grade level to 
refine our essential standards in Math and ELA. In December, grade 
levels met and began this work.  In January,  teams met vertically to 
align these standards.   We will also be meeting with the middle 
school to discuss our essential standards alignment with the 6th 
grade curriculum.  This process will be lengthy but valuable to give 
us insight on what is important and help us to reach all students in 
the most critical areas of their learning as they transition into the 
next grade level.  This is exciting and vital work! 
   With our Daily 5 Implementation, the love for reading and writing 
is growing here at LES.  Teachers are meeting with students one on 
one or in small groups more often, and students are engaging in 
meaningful reading and writing opportunities.  Students are 
becoming better readers and writers.  Through our HIL grant work, 
we had the opportunity to send all teachers to a Daily 5 workshop in 
August at the VBISD.  We have also sent several teachers to Daily 5 
CAFÉ training in January to continue to grow in literacy instruction 
and support students in becoming better readers and writers.  Keep 
up the great work LES! 
   I hope your winter months are full of joy, family time, cozy winter 
reading and some cold weather fun!  



A “Spooktacular” Event 
By Amanda Merriman 

Lawton Elementary held their annu-
al Halloween Spooktacular on 
Thursday, October 24th, 2019.  
With 947 attendees, this event was 
a huge success!  Lawton staff that 
assisted with the Spooktacular 
wore matching T-shirts that said 
“One Spooktacular Staff.”  Children 
arrived dressed in their favorite 
costumes and were able to trick-or-
treat throughout the building.  In 
addition to trick-or-treating, stu-
dents participated in a variety of 
activities that included a photo 
booth, scavenger hunt, stories, pin 

the pumpkin in the pumpkin patch, pumpkin ring toss, a book 
walk, Halloween movement activities, and food tasting.  Stu-
dents were able to enter their name in a drawing for prizes that 
included a bucket with books and other goodies.  Thank you to 
everybody that donated candy and/or volunteered their time to 
help make this event a huge success! 

We are extremely thankful 
for the gracious donation 
of $6,000 given by Tony 
and Deb Galich on behalf of 
Andy’s Army.  These funds 
are going to support litera-
cy in the elementary. We 
have already begun to pur-
chase more books for our 
classroom libraries.  We are 

continuing to purchase selections of books of various genres 
that foster diversity. This is such a valuable opportunity for LES 
and is made possible because of the generous donation made 
through Andy’s Army.  Thank you! 
   Thank you for supporting our community and school!   

Thank You Andy’s Army 
By Christopher Rice and Heather Olson 
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STEM Learning for All 
By Deb Mroczek 

Mrs. Mroczek’s class has been doing 
some building STEM projects this se-
mester. After reading the story Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom, we tried to create 
a coconut tree out of blocks that 
would hold alphabet letters.  Our goal 
was to create a tree that would hold 
10 magnet letters. It was interesting to 

see the development of coconut trees that started out with one 
block on top of each other, to making trees with more blocks to 
make a bigger base. One student was able to build a tree that 
could hold 8 magnet letters, before it fell over. 
   The second STEM project was to create a house that our ghost 
could not escape. We first tried candy corn and toothpicks and it 
was not strong enough. Then we tried smooth unifix cubes, but 
the walls kept falling over. Then they decided to use unifix cubes 
that have holes and nobs on the side. In this way they could tie 
the walls in to keep them from falling over. 
   We are looking forward to making more STEM building pro-
jects as the year goes on. 

Lawton Elementary and the Career Development Model 
By Nichole Sparks 

December 2018, Michigan Department of Education published a 
Career Development Model that has required Michigan schools 
to implement career readiness for grades K-12. The school coun-
selor and administrative team collaborated to ensure that we 
are fulfilling these initiatives required by law. Through our con-
versations, we are happy to report that there are many activities 
already in place that meet these criteria. These activities are not 
exhaustive of all the things we are doing to meet these guide-
lines but rather a snapshot of exciting things we have put in 
place already.  
   Our English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum, Reading Street, 
has a career component for each grade level that is utilized dur-
ing instruction every year. Students also participate in Project 
Lead the Way which assists in introducing students to various 
career zones through academic curriculum. During our dress-up 
days, we continue to plan on implementing College and Career 
apparel days during homecoming dress-up days which allows 
students to express themselves through a variety of colleges and 

career fields. Lawton Elementary partners with various commu-
nity agencies including 4-H, Girl Scouts, and Boys Scouts to sup-
port our students, provide opportunities to enhance students’ 
interests and awareness, and further their career development. 
In addition, we offer many opportunities for parents to partici-
pate in events and field trips that interact with a variety of ca-
reers (i.e. fire station visits, Lansing Capitol Building Tours, and 
STARBASE). Furthermore, Lawton Elementary holds events such 
as parent/family Reading Workshops, and our PBIS team is fo-
cusing on a character trait each month where we recognize stu-
dents from each grade level who exhibit these character traits. 
   Career development looks different at all age levels but is pos-
sible! We encourage parents and families to foster conversa-
tions about theirs and their family members’ careers. The more 
students have conversations and are exposed to various career 
fields, the more curious and interested they become in crafting 
their own career development!   



Since the Spring of 2018, Lawton Middle School has been work-
ing toward the certification to become a Michigan Green 
School.  To complete the application, we need to be able to 
show 10 aspects of our school that are in compliance with being 
a Michigan Green School.   
   We have a club of sixth through eighth graders who help to 
organize and maintain “green” activities in the school. Our stu-
dents organize recycling every week from each teacher’s class-
room, we have planted Butterfly and Common Milkweed in a 
butterfly garden, and this year we are in the process of making 
bat houses to put up around the school grounds.  Our butterfly 
garden needed some attention earlier this year. Not only were 
we able to do some weeding as the Lawton Green Club, but we 
were able to get other students involved too, which is one of 
our main purposes. We want to make sure that we are letting 

people know what we are doing 
to help reduce our carbon foot-
print in our community. We are 
excited to continue our efforts to 
achieve our Michigan Green 
School Certification and to help 
educate our community.  One 
way we will do this is with an 
Earth Day Celebration. We will be 
joining with the High School 
Green Club in April 2020 to help 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
Earth Day.  

LMS Green Club News 
By Amanda Maurer 
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Lawton Middle School 
By David Williams, Middle School Principal 

Greetings from the Middle School!  I cannot 
believe that over one-third of the year has 
transpired.  The year has been off to a great start 
for our staff and students.  One of our missions at 
Lawton Middle School is to provide multiple 
opportunities for our students to participate in 
various activities.  This past fall we had successful 

teams in football, volleyball, and cross-country. It is a pleasure 
to see all of the effort that our athletes invested to improve 
throughout the season.  Also, students participated in STEM 
Nights and Green Club. Students involved in these activities 
utilize their problem solving skills to achieve a goal. The amount 
of growth seen from the beginning of the year to the end of the 
autumn is unbelievable.  The growth and development seen 
outside of the classroom closely mirrors what is happening 
inside our school. 
   There are multiple ways that we observe growth in the middle 
school years.  Some students improve academically by becoming 
more accomplished readers or mathematicians.  Other students 
excel in their physical attributes. They may have entered middle 
school unsure if they could be an athlete or even get in 
shape.  After their experiences in physical education each 
student leaves with the belief and confidence that they can 
accomplish any goal they set. Also, we see students grow in their 
maturity.  Students are constantly learning to work with their 
peers and settle conflicts that they may have others. These skills 
are sometimes the most difficult to master and often we do not 

see the fruits of our labor until they reach high school.  It is due 
to the consistent effort and guidance from the staff that we see 
such growth. The staff continually looks for ways to help our 
students develop the skills necessary to navigate the middle 
school level and beyond. 
   One of the initiatives of Lawton Middle School this year is 
implementing a Multi-Tier System of Support (MTSS).  The staff 
hopes that the use of MTSS will help with the development of 
our students both academically and socially.  This system is built 
around providing extra support/interventions for students who 
may be struggling in different areas.  Currently, teachers are 
working in collaborative teams to review the different standards 
of their content. They want to ensure that the appropriate 
standards are being covered so that our students have an 
excellent foundation for high school and beyond.  Our staff 
believes that everyone needs to have this strong infrastructure 
to be successful inside and outside of the classroom. I am proud 
to say that Lawton Middle School continually seeks out new 
means to educate the students in our community. As the times 
change in the field of education, our staff adapts to provide 
what is best for our students. 
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Promoting the Principles of Democracy 
By Chad Kuhlmann 

The social studies department at Lawton Middle school recog-
nizes that while our students are too young to vote, they can 
still take part in our democracy by sharing their opinions and 
concerns. From your living rooms to our classrooms, it should be 
the goal of our community to help students to develop their 
own set of beliefs and ideologies that reflect what is important 
to them.  As part of that process, they are learning how core 
democratic values such as Individual Rights and the Common 
Good can sometimes be at odds with each other. With two dis-
tinctly different but equally important principles at the heart of 
who we are as Americans, compromise is often required for our 
democracy to work. It also requires people to have an open 
mind and honestly listen to both sides of an argument in order 
to make an informed decision. This is why our legislators need 

to hear from us — so they can listen to our concerns as well as 
suggestions on how best to resolve them. To help students take 
part in this process, we’ve had a number of conversations, politi-
cal and otherwise, affording students an opportunity to form 
their own opinions and reflect on what they believe is right. 
With these insights into our democratic principles, students 
have had several opportunities to email their representatives 
and voice their opinions and concerns. We’ve received numer-
ous responses, and it’s been a rewarding experience for our stu-
dents to know that they can be part of the process. After all, it’s 
our civic duty, and it’s the only way to truly make this country a 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people. 
For our kids, the best part is knowing that they don’t need to 
wait until they’re eighteen to do it!  Go Blue Devils! 

LMS Incentive Day 
By Kylee Somers 

All students learn the academic and social skills necessary to be 
successful in school and in life. We honor this mission statement 
by providing an incentive day each trimester to students who 
earn it. Students can earn this incentive day privilege by meeting 
the following requirements:  They must have 70% or higher in all 
classes, less than 3 minor referrals, and 0 major referrals. As you 
can see, this helps students to focus more on their academics 
and behavior within school.  
   This past trimester students were able to get involved with a 
variety of activities. These activities consisted of the following: 
gymnastics, touch football, hide and seek, computer games, gym 
activities, movie room, arts and crafts, and capture the flag. 

These events took place the last two hours of the day so stu-
dents could still get in academic work. All of these events were 
well managed by staff and responsible students, and everyone 
had a great time.  The students that did not qualify are provided 
an opportunity to work on missing assignments and/or charac-
ter-style work in order to move them forward. 
   This is a school tradition that we have had for several years 
now and have noticed that this pushes students to really be fo-
cused on their academic and personal behavior. Our mission 
statement is “all students learn the academic and social skills 
necessary to be successful in school and in life.” This is our fun, 
but important way of honoring that goal. 

Nights at Lawton Middle School 
By Amanda Maurer 

Lawton Middle School has really taken a hold of the concept of 
STEM!  STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics. These are activity nights for our students where 
they have a chance to use one or more of these disciplines. 
Many of our activities are engineering or build-type challeng-
es.  For example, in September participants were given limited 
resources of spaghetti and mini marshmallows to build a bridge 
to withstand the most weight. Our winning team: Anthony Daily 
(8th grade), Carley Tanis (6th Grade), and Cole Tanis (8th Grade) 
were able to build a bridge to hold 640 pennies!  In October we 
had a paper airplane contest where planes only needed to have 
a bat body glued to them, but the design was up to the teams. 
Our farthest flying ‘bat’ went over 2,000 cm and was designed 

by Caleb Stanley (8th Grade) and Kaleb 
Whipple (8th Grade). Not all of our 
STEM Nights are team challenges.  This 
January we will be hosting a Coding 
Night where students will have the abil-
ity to learn how to code for programs 
and games.  
   Although the kids have a great time 
exploring these four disciplines outside of the classroom, it is our 
PTO that really gets kids interested.  The PTO always provides a 
light dinner for all participants and if there is a challenge, they 
also provide prizes for first, second, and third place teams. Our 
PTO really makes it a special event. 
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P.R.I.D.E. 
By Aiden O’Brien 

P.R.I.D.E. stands for POSITIVE, RESPONSIBLE, INDIVIDUALS, 
DOING, EXTRA. This is a class taught and mentored by Mr. Coach 
Karsen in the Lawton Middle School. Various jobs and tasks have 
been assigned to this group through the staff and administration. 
We engage in tutoring help, incentive day planning and much 
more. As an eighth grader in his class, I have been involved in all 
of this. Some of my peers and I have been in the class since 
seventh grade. We know what it takes to get into this class and to 
be successful in it. 
   Since the P.R.I.D.E class mentors and tutors students, we have 
had experience with all different types of students and subjects. 
Since the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year, we have 
tutored sixty-six kids and counting. But the thing with tutoring is 
that oftentimes students just need us there for support. They may 
know what they are doing, but they like the camaraderie with the 

P.R.I.D.E. class members. 
We, as a class, also do jobs around the school grounds. We have a 
limited grounds crew and they work hard with what they have. 
Oftentimes one of them will touch base with Mr. Karsen and ask 
for the P.R.I.D.E. class’s help to clean up for certain events. One 
example is the annual graduation ceremony. The P.R.I.D.E. class 
will pour new mulch into all of the mulch spaces at the high 
school. Another example is homecoming; we will go up to the 
football stadium and clean the grounds so it looks good for the 
town. 
   As you can see, the P.R.I.D.E. class is very proactive in our 
community. Coming from a student's perspective, you can see 
that this group is filled with many students who want to be 
involved and work hard. Thank you for your support and God 
Bless America. 

Camaraderie in Community 
By Tony Karsen 

Tradition is the foundation for a strong community backbone.  
Here at Lawton, we have had many exciting and impactful 
traditions over the course of many years.  This past school year, 
within our middle school, we continued a tradition that has been 
running now for four years, the annual PRIDE class dodgeball 
fundraiser.  Each year our leadership class organizes, manages, 
and runs this event to serve, support, and give back to a 
meaningful cause.   
   The first two years we raised money for the American Heart 
Association, then St. Jude’s Cancer Research Children’s hospital, 
and this year for one of our own.  Raul Lazaro, a 7th grader during 
the 2018-2019 school year who was diagnosed with Leukemia in 
the fall.  Raul is a hard-nosed, tough competitor on the soccer 
field and in PE class.  He is also an extremely studious, caring, 
helpful, and respectful young man that has endless friends and 
appreciative teammates.  Our class decided to link the traditional 
fundraising event to support Raul and his family.   
   The involvement and backing was absolutely amazing.  Students 
sold dodgeball entries and sweet treats during lunches to get the 
process going.  Then Mrs. Maurer had numerous students 
volunteer during lunch times to make wrist bands to support 
cancer awareness and show our Blue Devil Colors.  Arthur Garcia, 
a former Lawton Alum and proactive community member 
donated shirts that read “Team Lazaro – We Stand Strong.” We 
had both County and State Police come to the event and donate 
to the cause.  Students reached out to local businesses and had 
donation cans available for folks to contribute.  Staff and students 
truly got involved by purchasing items, donating, and forming the 
most teams we have ever had compete during this event.  Our 
food service staff and the PTO assisted by making concessions 

available during the tournament, in which all proceeds went 
toward Raul and family.  Students also managed a half-court shot 
for a dollar contest prior to the championship round of the 
tournament.  Lastly, Modern Woodmen Insurance Company got 
involved and committed to matching our funds raised up to 
$1000.  The event was our most successful and most exciting to 
date.  We ended up raising $3800 total, including Modern 
Woodmen’s contribution.   This is a testament to the camaraderie 
and care within our community.  It also shows just how much of 
an impact, students like Raul “Zorro” Lazaro, can make within 
their school.   
   A big thank you to all community members, local businesses, 
staff, students, police forces, the PTO, and our PRIDE class 
members for helping this all come together.  The power of 
tradition, camaraderie, and community will always bring forth 
positive, profound, production.  We are thankful that Raul is 
moving forward and is back in school this year.  Stay Strong Raul, 
our thoughts and prayers will continue to be with you.  Thank 
you. 
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Students at Lawton High School enjoyed 
their Friday afternoon after earning incen-
tives for amazing behavior and academic 
skills. They had the option of participating in 
a dodgeball tournament or enjoying the 
movie Toy Story 4 in the Owen Bray. This 
was the second year the school climate team 
held the tournament and it was quite a suc-
cess! Teams consisted of eight players that 

the students got to single-handedly choose. 
They were even able to select a staff mem-
ber as a bonus player! Students enjoy incen-
tive days even though they come once a 
trimester. It is fun to bring the school to-
gether with team building skills, school spirit, 
and lots of laughs!  

Dodgeball Tournament was an Incentive Day Highlight 
By Lesli Wardell and Sarah DeKoning 

Lawton Community Schools 

Lawton’s FIRST Robotics Team—Gearing Up 
By Kim Emmert 

Kick off for the FIRST robotics competition of 
2020 was the first week of January.  It will be 
exciting to head to LMC as the challenge will 
be revealed for this season!  From that mo-
ment on, the clock is ticking for the team to 
design and create a robot to compete with. 
The theme this year is “Infinite Recharge” 
powered by Star Wars, a Force for Change.   
   To sum up what the team is about to un-
dertake, it is easiest to quote FIRST Robotics’ 
website which describes the experience as 
“Combining the excitement of sport with the 
rigors of science and technology.”    Law-
ton’s team number 6588 is hoping to grow 
this year by encouraging more students to 
come check out FIRST and all it has to offer 
as well as finding more people to help men-

tor the team!  
   The team is seeking mentors from the 
community to help guide our students, and 
we are also in need of sponsorship in many 
different forms- meal and snack donations, 
used tool donations, monetary donations 
from individuals or a business would be 
greatly appreciated!  We can use mentors to 
help with marketing, finance, guiding stu-
dents with tools and safety, electrical or 
pneumatic skills, carpentry, and more… any 
commitment is helpful, even if it is only one 
hour a week!  Our build season will run from 
kick off in January through the first week of 
March. The team meets several afternoons/
evenings a week, and then will compete in 
St. Joe and Gull Lake.   

   If you are not able to volunteer to help 
with the team, we would be thrilled to have 
you join us to cheer us on for competitions.  
They are quite an exciting and unique event 
that everyone should experience at least 
once.. but we should warn everyone…  be 
careful! You might catch “robot fever” the 
same way my family did when we got in-
volved!  
   If you or anyone you know would be inter-
ested in mentoring, sponsoring or donating 
to the team, please contact the team men-
tor, Kim Emmert at kemmert@lawtoncs.org 
or Lawton High School at 269-624-7480. 

Investigation and Collaboration Through Modeling 
By Kenda Pakulski 

I want to inform you about the exciting 
changes that are occurring within the high 
school biology classroom. This year your 
student will be starting modeling instruction. 
Modeling is creating a visible product based 
on student conception of a biology topic. 
This process of investigation allows your 
child to engage in collaboration, analyze 
data, evaluate ideas, and explain the con-
cepts they will encounter during class. Stu-
dents will learn science is a changing work as 
they learn new pieces to build their under-
standing.  
   With this change I would like to highlight 

what instruction and assessment is not. It is 
not the rote memorization of facts and de-
tails to be tested later. We will not be build-
ing 3-D models of structures like a cell. Be-
fore, students used Punnett Squares to learn 
basic genetics. Now they will be using statis-
tics and probability in written essays to ex-
plain the variety of traits in a population.  
I have created a diagram to help students 
and parents track where we are within the 
unit based on our current lesson activity.   
   I look forward to working with students as 
they journey through biology this year! 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL       BOYS BASKETBALL 
Tue 1/7 Galesburg Augusta H JV/V 5:30/7  Tue 1/7 Galesburg Augusta A JV/V 5:30/7 
Sat 1/11 Marcellus  A JV/V 3:00/6  Sat 1/11 Marcellus  A JV/V 4:30/7:30 
Thu 1/16 Delton Kellogg A JV 5:30  Mon 1/13 Michigan Lutheran A JV/V 6/7:30 
Fri 1/17 Delton Kellogg H V 6:00  Thu 1/16 Delton Kellogg A JV 7:00 
Mon 1/20 Hackett CP  A JV/V 5:30/7  Fri 1/17 Delton Kellogg H V 7:30 
Thu 1/23 Kalamazoo Christian H JV 5:30  Mon 1/20 Hackett CP  H JV/V 5:30/7 
Fri 1/24 Kalamazoo Christian A V 6:00  Thu 1/23 Kalamazoo Christian H JV 7:00 
Tue 1/28 Gobles  A JV/V 5:30/7  Fri 1/24 Kalamazoo Christian A V 7:30 
Thu 1/30 Constantine H JV 5:30  Tue 1/28 Gobles  H JV/V 5:30/7 
Fri 1/31 Constantine  A V 6:00  Thu 1/30 Constantine H JV 7:00 
Tue 2/4 Coloma  A JV/V 5:30/7  Fri 1/31 Constantine  A V 7:30 
Thu 2/6 Schoolcraft  A JV 5:30  Tue 2/4 Coloma  H JV/V 5:30/7 
Fri 2/7 Schoolcraft  H V 6:00  Thu 2/6 Schoolcraft  A JV 7:00 
Tue 2/11 Galesburg Augusta A JV/V 5:30/7  Fri 2/7 Schoolcraft  H V 7:30 
Tue 2/18 Watervliet  H JV/V 7/5:30  Tue 2/11 Galesburg Augusta H JV/V 5:30/7 
Thu 2/20 Delton Kellogg H JV 5:30  Tue 2/18 Watervliet  H JV/V 5:30/7 
Fri 2/21 Delton Kellogg A V 6:00  Thu 2/20 Delton Kellogg H JV 7:00 
Tue 2/25 Hackett CP  H JV/V 5:30/7  Fri 2/21 Delton Kellogg A V 7:30 
Thu 2/27 Constantine A JV 5:30  Tue 2/25 Hackett CP  A JV/V 5:30/7 
Fri 2/28 Constantine H V 6:00  Thu 2/27 Constantine A JV 7:00 
Mon 3/2 Districts @ Lawton H    Fri 2/28 Constantine H V 7:30 
WRESTLING       Thu 3/5 Saugatuck  A JV/V 5:30/7 
Sat 1/4 Climax Scotts A  9:00  Mon 3/9 Districts @ Bloomingdale   
Wed 1/8 SAC Quad @ Lawton H  6:00  COMPETITIVE CHEER 
Sat 1/11 Three Rivers Invite A  9:00  Sat 1/4 Portage Central Inv. A  10:00 
Wed 1/15 SAC Quad @ Gobles A  6:00  Tue 1/7 SMCCC @ Gobles (MS) A  6:00 
Sat 1/18 Bronson Inv. A  9:00  Sat 1/11 Gull Lake Invite A  11:00 
Wed 1/22 SAC Quad @ Delton Kellogg  6:00  Tue 1/14 SMCCC @ Lawton(MS) H  6:00 
Sat 1/25 Kalamazoo Central A  9:00  Sat 1/18 Paw Paw Invite A  10:00 
Wed 1/29 SAC Dual w/Galesburg H  6:00  Tue 1/21 SMCCC @ Coloma A  6:00 
Fri 1/31 JV Greater Berrien Inv. A  5:00  Sat 1/25 Michigan Center Invite A  9:00 
Sat 2/1 Greater Berrien Inv. A  9:30  Sat 2/1 SMCCC Final @ Delton Kellogg  4:00 
Sat 2/8 SAC Tourney @ Lawton  9:00  Sat 2/8 Houghton Lake Invite A   
Thu 2/13 Team Districts @ Lawton  6:00  Fri 2/14 Districts @ Bronson A  6:00 
Sat 2/15 Individual Districts @ Lawton  TBA  MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Wed 2/19 Team Regional @    TBA  Mon 1/20 Constantine H  5:00 
Sat 2/22 Individual Regional @    TBA  Wed 1/22 Watervliet  A  5:00 
Fri 2/28 Team State    TBA  Mon 1/27 Coloma   A  5:00 
Fri 3/6 Individual State   TBA  Wed 1/29 Schoolcraft  H  5:00 
MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING      Mon 2/3 Gobles  A  5:00 
Thu 1/16 SAC Jamboree H  5:00  Wed 2/5 Saugatuck  H  5:00 
Sat 1/18 Portage North MS INV. A  9:00  Mon 2/10 Constantine A  5:00 
Thu 1/23 SAC @ Bloomingdale A  5:00  Wed 2/12 Schoolcraft  A  5:00 
Thu 1/30 SAC @ Martin A  5:00  Wed 2/19 Watervliet  H  5;00 
Thu 2/6 SAC @Galesburg A  5:00  Thu 2/20 Coloma  H  5:00 
Thu 2/13 SAC @ Constantine A  5:00  Mon 2/24 Gobles  H  5:00 
Thu 2/20 SAC @ Schoolcraft A  5:00  Wed 2/26 Saugatuck  A  5:00 
Sat 2/22 Galesburg Invite A  9:00        
Fri 3/6 Watervliet Invite A  4:30        
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Lawton Elementary PTO 
The 11th Annual Blue Devil Dash was held in October and raised $13,862.19 Congratu-
lations to our top earner grade level winners and top 3 overall winners ~ The winners 
had a day of fun with Mrs. Olson at Airway Lanes! 
 

Top 3 Overall 
1st Grade - Owen Elmore 

5th Grade – Emily Schubert 
1st Grade – Adeline Bradish 

 
Top Earners in each Grade 

Kindergarten – Olivia Leonard 
1st Grade – Lydia Caldwell 
2nd Grade – Landyn Brink 

3rd Grade – Amelia Bradish 
4th Grade – Payton Potter 

5th Grade – Morgan Swalec 
 
Congratulations everyone and thank you so much for your pledges! The pledge money 
will help cover the costs associated with bringing in the Kalamazoo Symphony Orches-
tra for a hands-on learning experience as well as KISS day and Carnival. Coming up! 
March 6th: Kids Invite Someone Special (KISS), June 4th Carnival (rain date June 5th). 
Volunteers are needed for both events. If you are interested please contact us by 
either sending a message via the PTO page on Facebook or through our website: 
www.lawtoncs.org/About_Us/PTO.html. 
 

Summer Miles Bring Fall Smiles 
By Kris Bullock 

A number of dedicated middle and high school 
cross country runners didn’t spend the entire 
summer relaxing as they chased a variety of 
goals in hopes of earning Be Gold, Bleed Blue 
rewards for their efforts. Each year members are 
challenged to meet both team and personal 
benchmarks, including attending summer train-

ing, fundraising for the annual Run Over Cancer, and participating in races. As 
athletes continue through the program, the goals get tougher and the prizes get 
nicer. This year’s winners were, left to right, bottom row: Levi Brooks, Nola 
Strausberg, Miley Torres, Megan Robinson, Belle Karsen, Rachel Nelson and 
Claire Pursley. Top row: Levi Keyser, Annika Steinke, Brandon Persons, Nathan 
Robinson, Addie Modderman, Natalie Torres, Aryanna Crall, and Tyler Smith. 

 

Thank you! 
By Nichole Sparks 
Lawton Community Schools wants to sincerely thank all of our community 
members, staff members, and community organizations including Welch's, Van 
Buren County 4-H, OAK, and St. Paul's United Methodist Church who have sup-
ported our families during the holiday season by adopting a family. Happy Holi-
days! 

Follow Your  

The Lawton Education Foundation, Inc. is offering the 
Follow Your Dream Scholarship.  Students attending 
Lawton Community Schools (1st – 12th grade) may apply 
for money to pursue their achievement goals or 
dreams.  Follow Your Dream scholarship money may be 

used toward activities or supplies such as summer camp, sports equip-
ment, musical instruments, computers, lessons, etc.  This year’s appli-
cations are due on Thursday, January 31st. The application form is 
available in each of the three school buildings, as well as on the school 
website.  Scholarship winners will be announced at the annual LEF 
Soup and Sandwich Supper, which will be held on March 20th. 

LEF Soup and Sandwich Supper 

 April 1, 2020 — 5:00-7:00 pm 
Lawton Community Center 

 
Proceeds Go Towards Follow Your Dream Scholarships 

 
Adults—$7.00 

Senior, MS & HS Students—$6.00 
Preschool & Elementary Students—$5.00 

Two and under—Free 
Family—$25.00 (immediate family) 

 
Menu 

Soups  Sloppy Joes 
Vegetable Tray Chips/Crackers 

Dessert  Beverage 

Scholarship 

Everyone Counts—Census 2020 
A complete and accurate count is critical for you and your community, 
because the results of the 2020 Census will affect community funding, 
congressional representation, and more.  


